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Page 17, eraſe Eph. ii. 20. as there quoted, and ſee the 
meaning of that paſſage, page 80. Note. 
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N. B. As the Author of theſe Remarks has been induced ts 
write, from a conviction that it was his duty, ſo he has no 
preſent deſign of entering into farther controverſy. At all e- 
vents, every Anonymous performance will be deemed unworthy 


ef any anſruer. 


PREFACE. 


HEN the public mind is agitated about matters of 
| Religion, it is neceſſary to have recourſe to the Sacred 
Oracles, by which every point of controverſy is to be de- 
termined. - | 


Taxkx are few can be ignorant how much the ſubject 
of Lay-Preaching has, for ſome time paſt, occupied attention. 
Its principles have been induſtriouſly, and widely diſſemi- 
nated among the inhabitants of this country. What will be 
their effect, Poſterity will determine. But with reſpect to 
their tendency, it ſeems to be pernicious. While they will ne- 


ceſſarily promote a ſuperficial knowledge of Chriſtianity, they 


obviouſly tend to foſter that ſpirit, which, if carried to its 
height, will diſſolve every tie by which Chriſtian Societies 
| have been held together; and prove an inlet to error and 
infidelity. With reſpect, however, to the motives of thoſe 
who propagate ſuch principles, the Author of theſe Remarks 
has no right to inquire. Only, if he may expreſs his opi- 

nion, he belicves that in many they are pure; and that the 
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conduct of fych perſons naturally aroſe from thoſe looſe ideas 
of the nature of Church Government, which had become 
faſhionable in the world; and which not a few pious perſons, 
amongſt our ſtricteſt claſſes of Preſbyterians, had begun to 


— 


entertain. 


WHEN the ſubject of Lay-Preaching began of late to be 
diſcuſſed, many believed it to be a temporary breach of order, 
with the view of attaining ends which ſeemed important. This 
they more naturally believed, becauſe that doctrine was 
known to be'patronized by a Gentleman, who then officially 
ated under a ſolemn engagement to maintain the Diſcipline, 
of the Church of Scotland; and becauſe they did not in 
charity think, that he would have attempted to undermine 
any radical principle in the conſtitution of that Church, while 
he remained in her connection, or till he had judicially 

withdrawn his ſubſcription from her Formula. Upon a 
cloſer review, however, of the ſentiments which that pro- 
feſſed Preſbyterian then publiſhed, they will be found to ter- 
minate, not in a temporary dereliction of order, but in the 
adoption of a ſyſtem entirely different. The doctrine there 
held forth plainly is, that ary man thinking himſelf qualified 
to inſtruct others, may, without conſulting the Church of 
which he profeſſes himſelf a member, and in whoſe commu- 
nion he ſeems willing to remain, take upon him the office of 
an Evangeliſt, or Itinerant Preacher of the Word. Were 
that doctrine ſupported, as is pretended, by the practice of 
the Apoſtolic Churches, then it is evident that the principles 
of Preſbytery fall to the ground. It is hoped, however, that 
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it will appear from the following Remarks, that no ſuch doc- 
trine is contained in the New Teſtament; and that no in- 
ſtance can be produced from the hiſtory of the Apoſtles, 
of a felf-authorized Teacher, or public Preacher of Chriſti- 


anity. 


Tas Author of theſe Remarks acknowledges obligations 


to thoſe who have treated of the ſame ſubje before him. 


But as, upon a ſtrict peruſal of the Acts of the Apoſtles, he 
did not co-incide in opinion with them, in ſeveral important 


points, he ventures to tread upon ground, which, as far as 
reſpects the general argument, may have already been more 
ably defended. | 

A FAITHFUL delineation of the ſtate of the Apoſtolic 
Churches, ſeems to be the beſt means for throwing light on 


the point in controverſy. 


Snob p this humble Attempt to promote the peace of this 


country and the proſperity of the Church therein eſtabliſned, 
as well as the order of every Chriſtian Society amongſt us, 
be bleſſed with any meaſure of ſucceſs; or ſhould it excite 
any perſon of ſuperior talents and information, to place any 
idea here ſuggeſted in a more favourable point of view, the 
Author will eftcem any labour which he himſelf has be- 
ſtowed upon this ſubject, to be amply rewarded. 


January, 1 800. 
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REMARKS 


SCRIPTURE HISTORY, . 


SECTION I. 
State of the Chriftian Church before the day of Pentereft. 


Tas vookof the Acts of the Apoſtles contains a conciſe 
hiſtory of the firſt propagation of Chriſtianity. In it the 
tranſactions of many days are often ſummed up in a ſingle 
ſentence. Writing to perſons already acquainted with the 
order of the Church, as received from the Apoſtles, the 
Author employs general or indeterminate expreſſions, which 
the literate or careleſs reader will ſometimes miſunderſtand. 
Such, however, was the ſuperintending care of Providence, 
that the preciſe meaning of thoſe expreſſions may, in every 
point of importance, be aſcertained, by attending either to the 
ſpirit of the context, or to thoſe fixed principles which are laid 
down in other parts of the New Teſtament. To the pro- 
priety of this rule of interpretation, no thinking perſon can 
object; eee e eee 
lowing Remarks. 


How many tire were of the Jews ack believed in Jeſus 
as the Meſſiah, at the time of his crucifixion, the Goſpel 
hiſtory does not enable us to aſcertain. But we learn from 
the writings of Paul, that there were more than Five Hundred 


f 
b 
& 
Fl 
” 


n n 
ir — MI +.» . 3 


— — — r 8 


10 


to whom, on one occaſion in Galilee, he ſhewed himſelf 
alive after his paſhon; and that the greateſt part of thoſe 
remained in lite for many years thereafter*. On many, how- 
ever, Jeſus ſeems to have conferred this honour, for the 
ſupport of their own faith; not that he deſigned to employ 
them as public witneſſes of his reſurrection. One thing is 
certain, that, whatever teſtimony they bore to that event 


in their pri vate intercourſe with men, only a few are ſaid to 


have ated as miniſters of the word. 


Tux number of diſciples who waited at Jeruſalem for the 
out-pouring of the Holy Spirit, does not ſeem to have ex- 
ceeced an Hundred and Twenty b. Accordingly, on a certain 
intereſting occaſion, when a ſucceſſor was to be choſen to 
Judas Iſcariot, no more are ſaid to have been aſſembled. ' At 
the lame time it does not appear that any were prohibited 
to attend the conſultations of the Apoſtles. © On the con- 
trary, it is probable, that the pious women with whom the 


Apoſtles were lodged, were permitted to behold every thing 


that was tranſacted. We may therefore believe, that as the 
other followers of our Lord were not officially called to take 
any part in the management of the affairs of his Church, ſo 
they attended to their proper occupations, and provided 
e, . 8 to ſupply the” wants of their families. | 


WIEN we look back into the hiſtory of Chriſt, we learn 
that (rom among his diſciples he early ſelected Twelve, to 
attend his own miniſtry, or to go forth themſelves to preach 
the goſpel. Them he denominated Apoſtles. Afterwards he 
ſent forth Seventy others, whom he appointed to go two by 
two into the different cities through which he was to paſs. 
To both he gave the power of working miracles e. The ex- 
tent of their commiſſion, however, ſeems to have been very 


limited. They had no authority but to proclaim the arrival 


4 x Cor, xv. 6. d Acts . 15. Matth. x. 1. Luke 2. 15. 
= 


\ 


wa, wi} 4 © 


wa wot iv ft os or A 


of the kingdom of heaven a; and, no doubt, to declare the 
works which they had ſeen their Maſter perform. With 
reſpect to the Seventy, at leaſt, the deſign of their miſſion 
ſeems tb have been, rather to excite attention to the miniſtry 
of Chriſt, than to explain the nature of the Goſpel Diſpenſa- 
tion, which they did as yet ſo imperfectly underſtand. But 
limited as this commiſhon was, Jeſus intimates that there 
were few among his diſciples whom he could entruſt with 
it. The harveſt is plenteous, but the labourers are few: 
pray ye therefore the Lord of the harveſt, that he would ſend 


forth labourers into his harveſt ©.” 


Tux Seventy diſciples, together with the Apoſtles, made 
up the majority of the Hundred and Twenty, whom we find 
to take a particular concern for the intereſts of the Church. 
By what means the deficiency was ſupplied, the Scriptures 
do not.inform us. But what ſeems moſt probable 1s, that, as 
many Rulers among the Jews believed in Chriit, and had, du- 


ring his miniſtry on earth, privately correſponded with him t, 


ſo they now openly. joined the ſociety of his n 

Among thoſe were Nicodemus a teacher in Iſrael , and Jo- 
ſeph of Arimathea, both of them, it appears, members of 
the ſupreme council of the Jews. As thoſe men re uſed to 
aſſent to the deed of their countrymen in condemning Chrilt, 
ſo, immediately after his deceaſe, they acted a more honour- 
able part than the Apoſtles themſelves b. We may believe, 
that others would imitate their example, eſpecially when 
convinced of the reſurrection of Jeſus, they ſaw the ſucceſs 
which the Goſpel was likely, in oppoſition to perſecution and 
death, to have in the world. If ſuch was the caſe, it is as 
natural to think, that the Apoſtles would receive every pious 
Scribe or Ruler among the Jews; not only as members of 
their ſociety, but as candidates for the future Miniſtry. As 
all the Jewiſh Rulers were M icially teachers of the law i, fo 


d Matth. x. 7. e Luke x. 2 f John xii. 42. K 
d John xix. 38, 39. i Deut. xvii. 8.13. and rü. 49. 
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6ur Saviour had enjoined his difciples to ſubmit to their au · 
thority *. Indeed, the defign of Chriſt was not to aboliſh 
any part of the Jewith worſhip that was not purely ceremo- 
nial, but to graft the preaching of the goſpel upon the read- 
ing of the hw and the prophets '. Accordingly, the Chriſtian 
converts among the Jews, never forſook the religious fervices 
of their country, till obliged to do it by perſecution, It can- 
not therefore for a moment be ſuppoſed, that the Apoſtles 
would enjoin any Seribe who embraced the goſpel, to deſiſt 
from the diſcharge of his office in the Synagogue. On the 
contrary, they would naturally employ him as one, who 
might not only be better qualified to inſtruct the Chriſtian 
converts, but who might convert the ſervice of theSynagogue 
to the furtherance of the Gofpel. Notwithſtanding, it is 
remarkable, that none of the Hundred and Twenty diſciples, 
who were met at Jeruſalem, did immediately enter upon the 
work of the Chriſtian Miniftry. They all applied to them- 
| ſelves the command which was immediately given to the 
Apoſtles, * * to wait at Jeruſalem till they received power 
from on high.” In this they had the example of Chrift him- 
ſelf to imitate: For though he was the Son of God, and 
though he could perform every miracle in proof of his Divine 
Miſhon, yet he did not enter upon his Public Miniſtry, till 
ſolemnly ſet apart to it by the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt v. 


Wix thoſe men waited for the out-pouring of the Spi- 
rit, they are faid to have continued in the exerciſe of prayer 
with one another. Nothing ſeems to have been done by 
them, in a judicial capacity, but the election of an Apoſtle 
in the place of Judas Iſcariot. „ In thoſe days,” it is ſaid, 
« ® Peter ſtood up in the midft of the diſciples, and faid to 
them, Sc.“ From his manner of addreſs, we are apt to 
conclude, that he ſpake to all indifcriminately. But from 
other parts of the ſpeech we learn, that his diſcourſe was 


k Match. Xxiii. 2, 3. t Acts xv. 21. and iii. 15. verſe 46 ® Acts i. 4 
a Matth. iii. 16, 7. » Act i. 15.— 23. 


13 
more immediately directed to his fellow Apoſtles. When 
ſpeaking to theſe, he ſays of the other perſons preſent, 
« Wherefore of theſe men who have companied with us, 
(the Apoſtles) all the time that the Lord Jeſus went in and 
out among us, beginning from the baptifm of John, unto 
that ſame day that he was taken up from us, muſt one be 
ordained to be a witneſs with us (the Apottles) of his reſur- 
rection.“ On conſidering this part of the ſpeech of Peter, 
it ſeems moſt probable, that they were the Apoſtles, who 
ſelected thoſe on whom lots were to be caſt, to fill up the de- 
ficiency in their number. Notwithſtanding, the reſt cheer- 
fully acquieſced in their deciſion. The lot having fallen 


upon Matthias, he was numbered with the Eleven Apoltles. 


SUCH then were the perſons who were to preach the Goſ- 
pel to the world; and ſuch was that ſubordination which 
ſubſiſted among them. Such was that ſmall eloud which 
was to overſpread the face of the ſky, and plentifully vater 
the thirſty earth. But wonderful as the ſcheme may appear, 
we diſcover in it nothing that is viſionary. On the contrary, 
every ſtep is deliberately taken. Even the perſons, who are 
to receive extraordinary gifts, muſt be men of prudence, as 
well as zeal. However long they had attended the miniſtry 
of Chriſt,” or devoted themſelves to the ſtudy of the Scrip- 
tures, they were called anew to conſider the part which they 
had to perform; and, in the exerciſe of prayer and humility, 
to digeſt the important doctrines which * were to "_ 
to mankind. 


14 


| SECTION IL | 
Out-pouring of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecgſi.— lis 
ect on the Apoſtles and others.—Several offices aſh . to 
the Miniſters of the Word. 


In E day of Pentecoſt was a feſtival obſerved by the Jews 
in commemoration of the promulgation of the Law from 
mount Sinai. It took place fifty days after the feaſt of the 
Paſſover, and, this year, co-incided with the firſt day of the 
week. No ſooner did the light of that day begin to appear, 
than all the ſervants of Chriſt met with one conſent, probably 
in an apartment of the temple, that they might offer their 
ſacrifice of prayer to God a. The perſons who did ſo, we 
have reaſon to think, were the ſame who are mentioned in 
the preceding chapter of the Acts. If the other followers of 
our Lord were arrived from Galilee, they are not ſaid to have 
joined the ſociety of the Apoſtles. Nor is it to be ſuppoſed 
that the acceſſion of Four Hundred perſons, to bear teſti- 
mony to the truth of the Reſurrection, would have been 
omitted by the Sacred Hiſtorian. | 


WHILE this /ele#7 company were aſſembled, it is ſaid, 
cc There came a found from heaven, as of a ruſhing mighty 
wind, and it filled all the houſe where they were ſitting. 
And there appeared to them cloven tongues, like as of 
fire, and it ſat upon each of them. And they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak with other tongues - 
as the Spirit gave them utterance b.“ This effuſion of 
Divine gifts, it is evident, was much ſuperior to that by 
which Miniſters of the Goſpel may now be prepared for the 
diſcharge of their duty, or by which their doctrine may pro- 

duce its proper effects on thoſe who hear it. With reſpect to 


4 Acts ii. I, b Acts ii. 2.—4. 


Its 


Is 


the latter, it may be ſaid, « that it cometh not with obſer- 
vation.“ It does, indeed, produce viſible effects on their lives 
who have felt its ſacred influence; but never is the com- 
munication of it attended with any outward miraculous ſign. 


ALREADY had the followers of our Lord received that 
more ordinary grace, which is neceſſary to underſtand and 
love the truth. When one of them profeſſed his faith in 
the divinity of his Maſter, Jeſus declared, that no other 
had revealed it to him, but his Father who is in heaven s. 


And when the Seventy who were ſent forth returned to 
Chriſt, he rejoiced in ſpirit, becauſe truth had been reveal- 


ed to them which the wiſe of this world had been unable 
to underſtand 4. Now, however, they received a much 


more enlarged communication of Divine gifts. Not only 


was every thing important in the life of Chriſt recalled to 


their remembrance ©; but they were enabled to ſpeak, with 


fluency, thofe languages which they had not formerly un- 
derſtood. | 


AccoRDINGLY, they immediately began to addreſs the 
people. Their Diſcourſes ſoon drew the attention of thoſe 
pious ſtrangers, who had taken up their reſidence at Jeru- 
ſalem, and who, probably, had early repaired to the Temple 
to worſhip. "Thoſe would be more able, than the natives 


of Judea, to apprize the nature of the miracle now exhi- 


bited. It is ſaid, that the multitude of them came together, 
and were aſtoniſhed to hear a few illiterate Galileans ſpeak 
in their ſeveral languages, the wonderful works of God. 
But while ſome of them began to queſtion the truth of the 
miracle, Peter {ſtood up with the Eleven, and ſpake to them 
in ſome language which they all ſeem to have underſtood f. 
He addreſſes himſelf, not only to thoſe of them who were 


eus by birth, but to thoſe Proſelytes who had embraced 


© Matth. xvi. 17. d Luke x. = © John xiv. 26. f Acts ii. 14. 
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16 
the Jewiſh Religion v. He explains the nature of the mi- 
racle which was performed in their hearing. He farther 
bears teſtimony to the Reſurrection of jeſus, and promiſes 
to thoſe who believed the gift of the Holy Ghoſt « Re- 
pent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and ye ſhall receive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt. 
For the promiſe is unto you and to your children, and 20 
all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God 
mall call.” The reſult was, that a number of thoſe devout 
ſtrangers, having gladly received the word, were baptized. — 
And it appears that, through the other diſcourſes of the 


Apoſtles, „there were added on the ſame yew Three 
Thouſand ſouls +4.” | : 


Not attending to the character of thoſe here addreſſed, the Tranſlators 
of our Engliſh Bible ſeem to have been at a loſs how to render the introduc- 
tory words of Peter, Ye men of Judea, and all ye who dwell at Jeruſalem.” 
They ought to run, Ye Jews, and all ye who dwell at Jeruſalem.” Paul, 
when he wiſhes to comprehend both Jews and Proſelytes who were met in 
any ſynagogue, uſes a ſimilar mode of addreſs, .* Men of Iſrael, and ye who 
fear God.” As xiii. 16. 26. | | 


I may here remark, that the foreigners here mentioned, both Jews by ex- 
traction and others, are afterwards ſtyled Helleniſts or Grecians, in order to 
diſtinguiſh them from the natives of Judea. They had probably loſt the na- 
tive language of the country. John, in his Goſpel, ſtyles them Greeks, Chap. 
ii 20. the ſame he does Chap. vii. 35, the ſenſe of which is loſt in our 
Verſion, © Will he go to the diſperſed. among the Gentiles, and teach the 
Gentiles “ The meaning ſeems to be, © Will he go to the diſperſion of the 
Greeks” (an Hebrew idiom meaning, Difperſed Greeks) and teach the 
Greeks.” Peter here, from reſpect, denominates thoſe of them Jews, who 
were ſo by extraction, | 5 


+ Acts ii. 41. may be rendered, * Then they having gladly el his 
word were baptized ; and there were added on the fame day Three Thouſand 
Fouls.” We have no reaſon to think that thoſe who now heard Peter were 
all the ſtrangers at Jeruſalem, but thoſe of a, more pious turn, of mind who 
had early reſorted to the Temple. hey are ſaid to be a © multitude” vA. 
But that term in Scripture is often applied to a numerous company. It is uſed 
by Luke when ſpeaking of the Sanhedrim, Acts xxiii. 7, Even s xx 15 
affirmed of the Hundred and Twenty Diſciples, Ads i. Ig. 
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For a confiderable time no notice is taken by Luke of the 
miniſtry of any but the Apoſtles. There is no doubt, 
however, that the reſt were employed in baptizing the new 
converts, and in adminiſtering to them, in a manner more 
private, that inſtruction and admenition which was neceſ- 


- ary to eſtabliſh them in the faith of the Goſpel. This 


may be deduced from other parts of the Sacred Record. 
As Paul himſelf did not in general baptize®*, ſo he carried 
along with- him other perſons to whom he committed that 
office. In the ſame manner, when Peter had preached the 
word with ſucceſs to Cornelius and his friends, he com- 
manded them to be baptized by thoſe who accompanied 
him *. 


Taz Apoſtles, being the principal witneſſes of the Re- 


ſurrection, ſeem to have entirely devoted themſelves to 


the Miniftry of the Word. As they did not even baptize 
their converts, ſo they did not take any concern in the 
temporal intereſts of the Church ; but, though they receiy- 


_ ed the donations which were given by pious perſons, they 


ſeem always to have entruſted the diftribution to the care 
of others i. They did, however, poſſeſs a ſuperiority to every 
other Preacher of the Goſpel. To them it belonged to di- 
rect the Miniſtry of the reſt. Accordingly, theſe are ſaid to 
have continued in the Doctrine of the Apoſtles *, The 
Church was « built on the foundation of the Apoſtles and 
Prophets, Jeſus. Chritt himſelf being the chief corner 
ſtone” l. | 


Taz Apoſtles were not the only witneſſes of the Reſur- 
rection The fame title is given to thoſe who accompani- 
ed Peter to Ceſarea, though they were not Apoſtles n. In- 
deed, it is next'to certain that all, or the greater part of 


8 x Cor. i. 12179, h Acts z. 48. I Acts vi. 2. k Acts ii. 42. 
1 Eph. ii. 20. m Acts x. 39. 
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18 
thoſe who waited for the out-pouring of the Spirit at Je- 
ruſalem, had ſeen Jeſus alive after his Paſſion. Such being 
the caſe, it 1s natural to believe, that an importance would 
be affixed to their Miniſtry ſuperior to that of thoſe who 
were afterwards ordained by the Apoſtles. To them 
others, while the Canon of Scripture remained unfiniſhed, 
would naturally have recourſe for information, concerning 


every important fact in the life of Chriſt. It is probable, 


that as the Apoſtles correſponded to the Heads of the ſeve- 
ral tribes of Iſrael, ſo the reſt of the Hundred and Twenty 
correſponded to the Sanhedrim and other Teachers who 
officiated at Jeruſalem—that Seventy of them, at leaſt, 
were ſtyled Elders by way of eminence—and that it was 
to their judgment, even a diſputed point of Doctrine was 
referred, in common with the Apoſtles *. 


To thoſe perſons, we may believe, was entruſted the 
money which was given for the benefit of the Church o. 
That truſt they ſeem for a time to have managed for all 
the converts at Jeruſalem, whether natives of Judea or 
ſtrangers ; but, that being found inconvenient, when the 
number of the Diſciples increaſed, part of the truſt, as 
far as reſpected ſtrangers, was given to men choſen from 
among themſelves ?. 


The character of thoſe ſtrangers, who were firſt converted 
to Chriſtianity, deſerves alſo a degree of attention. They 
belonged to every nation with which the Jews had any in- 
tercourſe. But they ſeem to have taken up a fixed reſidence 
at Jeruſalem a. None are ſaid to be ſojourners but thoſe 
from Rome; which being the ſeat of Government, might 
have conſtant communication with the land of Judea. We 
are farther told, that they were devout men ; but are not in- 
formed that any of them had formerly embraced the Doc- 


o Acts xv. 2. o Ads vi. 2, and xi. 30, PAQs vi. 3. 4 Acts il. 5—1T. 


. J r r 5 = MESS — . IF at 4 al = * „ bo 
a 3 1 bl. 1 „„ 2 P 7 erde Ly 70 n n Y h 1 D 4 
as F | od n n N 7 K J= a 9 3 3 1 
e P EF be F 
* oo 24 1 W == 1 T l \ be 3 1 9 2 10 r v 
n k L os N * , Va 
6% 


of » q 
3 


: . why _ 7 ; Ry - 
þ 45 CERES 1 1 „% 


yo CS re 
r 2+ * eee 
Us a=y \ = * 9 74 1 2 
Soca 12 7 n 2 
*< U : LS = PL 
= * * „ Na 6 fad; 1 
e „ er 
e IE 1 {SE 
l 3 'C ws 


19 

trine of our Saviour. Nay; Peter charges the death of 
Jeſus upon them in common with the other Jews r. As 
many of them were Jews by extraction, ſo the reſt had 
ſubmitted to the rites of the ceremonial Law : for had they 
been only Proſelytes of the gate, the Jews would have re- 
fuſed to maintain with them any familiar intercourſe *. 
We may therefore believe, that, agreeably to their charac- 
ter as devout men, they had, before their converſion, not 
only regularly attended to the ordinances of the Jewiſh wor- 
ſhip, but devoted much of their time to the ſtudy of the 
Holy Scriptures. At the ſame time, as Peter had led them 
to expect the gift of the Holy Ghoſt, ſo we cannot doubt 
that many became partakers of the ſame. * Notwithſtand- 
ing, they continue at. Jeruſalem, and ſubject their Miniftry 
to the direction of the Apoſtles *. 


„* 


SECTION III. 


Early progreſs of Chriſtianity—FPavoureable circumſtances un- 
der which it was propagated—Second effuſion of the Spirit 
Me- authority thence to be deduced for all to preach the 
Goſpel. * | | 


Wr have already conſidered the number of thoſe who 
were at firſt employed in preaching the Goſpel. But be- 
ſides no hint is given of any receiving the gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt, but thoſe pious ſtrangers who reſided at Jeruſalem. 


r Acts ii. 23. Acts xi. 3. b. As ii. 42. 


* The promiſe of which the Apoſtle ſpeaks is obviouſly that which, in the 
courſe of his ſpeech, he had quoted from Joel, reſpeRting the miraculous ef- 
fuſion of the Holy Spirit. This they would early receive, as a token that it 
would be conferred on thoſe who were afar . a | 


f 
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Many of theſe, we have every reaſon to think, would, either 
at their converſion to Chriſtianity, or ſaan after, be entruſt- 
ed with a ſhare of Miniſterial work. 


ACCcoMPANIED with heavenly influence, the Goſpel, in 
their hands, had remarkable ſucceſs. To be convinced of 
this, nothing is neceſſary but that we conſider the follow- 
ing periods, which are marked in the Sacred Hiſtory 


I. Ox the day of Pentecoſt, beſides thoſe from other na- 
tions, there were converted, of the natives of e about 
Three Thouſand ſouls <. 


H. For an indefinite time thereafter, were added to the 
Church daily ſuch as ſhould be faved®. If theſe bore any 
proportion to the former, they muſt have. n to ſe- 
veral Thouſands. 


III. NexT we read, Many of thoſe who heard the word 
believed; and the number of the men was about Five 


Thouſand e.“ It is poſſible that this might be the ſum of 


all the former converſions. But as this is uncertain, fo let 
it be remarked, that the term here rendered men is never 
in the Greek language applied to perſons in general; but 
to thoſe only of a certain ſex, who are arrived at the years 
of underſtanding. * If, therefore, there was any proportion 


Acts ii. 47. d Acts ii. 47- Acts iv. 4. 


rn &Jpav. Avlp differs as much in ſignification from. &vlpares, in Greck, 
as Vir does from Homo, in Latin. To this difference the Sacred Writers 


| always attend. A remarkable inſtance of it we have, 1 Tim. ii. x, — When 


ſpeaking of our race in general, Paul ſays, © I entreat that prayers be made 
for all men” av8pwro-—* who will have all men to be ſaved,” &rlpuror— 
the Mediator between God and men,” &vfpwruv. But when the Apoſtle 
comes to ſpeak of the duties proper for the different: ſexes, he ſays, © 1 will 
that men pray every where,” Arove dvdpag. In like manner that women, &c.” 
In the 8th, and following verſes af the chapter, he ſeems to ſpeak of the du- 


ties of perſons employed in a family capacity. 


it 
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of women and younger perſons, the number of fouls, now 


connected with the Church, could not, in any caſe, fall 
much ſhort of Fifteen Thouſand. 


IV. ArTER the death of Ananias and Sapphira, we are 
told that, « there were added to the Lord multitudes of 
both men and women f.“ And, 

v. AFTER the AA of the Deacons we read, « that 
the word of the Lord increaſed, and the number of the 
diſciples multiplied greatly in Jeruſalem; and a great 
number of the prieſts were obedient to the faith 8.” 


Tas numbers which have been now mentioned, are ex- 


preſsly diſtinguiſhed from thoſe who came from 1 
ing villages h. 


From the above ſtatement, then, it will appear, that 
after the laſt period which has been marked, the number of 
fouls connected with the church at Jerufalem, muſt, on 
the loweſt calculation, have exceeded Twenty Thouſand. 


The Apoftles had filled that city with their doctrine l. A- 


greeable to this, is the remark which was made to Paul, 
many years after the time of which we now ſpeak, “Bro- 


ther, thou ſeeſt how many myriads * of the Jews are obe- 


dient to the faith *.” 


Ir will appear remarkable, that Chriſtianity ſhould have 


flouriſhed in the midſt of her enemies. But as her cauſe 


Ads v. 14. 5 Adds vi. J. ih Acts v. 16. f Acts v. 28. 
* Acts xxi. 20. c | | 
It is in our Bible © Thouſands,” the word Myriad, for Ten Thouſand, 


when that Verſion was made, being not introduced into our Language. 
We cannot think that the Apoſtle here meant to exaggerate. On the 


contrary, the Church ſeems to have kept an accurate regiſter of the number 


of her converts; and this Paul now was, probably, allowed to inſpect. 
D 
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was ſupported by the moſt ample evidence, and was ac- 
companied with heavenly power, fo ſhe began her progreſs 
under the molt happy external circumſtances. The greater 
part of the Jewith Rulers, indeed, having procured our 
Saviour to be crucified, retained equal enmity againſt his 
Religion. But it is to be remembered, that the power of 
the ſword was now taken from them. They were, indeed, 
permitted to try cauſes of a religious nature, and inflict 
ſmaller puniſhments ; but they could put no man to death, 
without the conſent of the Roman Governor l. Such being 
the caſe, they could ſcarcely raiſe any thing like a general 
perſecution againſt the Chriſtians. They might raiſe par- 
tial inſurrections in the city, which might be ſo far conniv- 
ed at by the Romans; they might impriſon individuals and 
beat them with rods: But it is evident, that even from 
thoſe acts of outrage they would begin to deſiſt, when they 
found that they could carry their malice no farther. At the 
ſame time, the Romans were a people who, while they re- 
ſtrained injuſtice in their ſeveral provinces, do not, at this 
time, ſeem to have interfered in Religious diſputes =. 
How far they were diſpoſed to favour the Jews, in their 
deſigns againſt Chriſtianity, we learn from the example of 
Herod. « He killed James, and becauſe he faw that it 
pleaſed the Jews, he took Peter alſo n. Another Gover- 
nor of Judea, even reſcued Paul, out of the hands of the 
vanhedrim ®, We cannot ſufficiently admire the wiſdom 
of Providence, in ſo arranging the affairs of. men, as to 
render them ſubſervient to the ſucceſs of the Goſpel. Had 
Chriſtianity begun to be preached, in the time of Herod 
the Great, what bloodſhed mipht we not have expected? 
The witneſſes of the Reſurrection of Jeſus being early 
diſperſed, from the place where that event was accom- 
pliſhed, their teſtimony muſt have loſt much of its force, 


1 John xviii. 31. m A Qs xviii. 14, 15. n Ads xii. 2, 3. 
Acts xxiii. 10. See alſo Chap. xxi. 31. 32. 
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at this diſtant period. God, however, foreſees the end 
from the beginning. It was « when the fuly-is of time 
was come, that He ſent forth his Son” to fave a periſhing 
world ?, 


NoTwITHSTANDING, it was not without a degree of mo- 
leſtation, Chriſtianity was allowed to carry on her triumphs 
at Jeruſalem. The malice of the Jews was at the begin- 
ing ſolely directed againſt the Apoſtles. The Miniſtrations 
of the reſt, being probably at firſt more private, did not 
ſo much excite their attention. —Firſt, they are ſaid to 
have impriſoned Peter and John; but finding no charge 


againſt them, which might authorize them to inflict upon 


them a puniſhment of any kind, they 7hreatened them, and 
allowed them to depart 9. The next perſecution was raiſ- 
ed againſt all the Twelve Apoſtles. Having been impri- 
ſoned by the Jews, they were, during niglit, in a miracu- 
lous manner releaſed. But next day, being brought before 
the Sanhedrim, and refuſing to obey them, by not preach- 
ing in the name of Jeſus, the Jews began to conſult how 
they might put them to death; when, through the advice 
of Gamaliel, they relinquiſhed their purpoſe, and contented 
themſelves with beating them with rods”. After this the 
Apoſtles do not ſeem, for a conſiderable time, to have been 
moleſted. —Some ſtrangers, however, having by falſe wit- 
neſſes proved a charge againſt Stephen, he was, in a riot- 
ous manner, ſtoned to death =, The nature of the per- 
ſecution, which thereupon aroſe againſt the Church, ſhall 
be afterwards conſidered. | 


— . —U—ä 
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Arte the Apoſtles Peter and John had been threaten- 
ed. by the Jewiſh Council, an occurrence took place which 


*. 


P Gal. iv. 4. 4 Ads iv. 21. Ad v. 33, 40. * As vii. 54, 60. 
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1 merits particular attention, It is ſaid that, when they came Vi 
ll to their own company, and had joined them in prayer to 0 
if God, * the place was ſhaken where they were aſſembled ; - "2M 
j and they were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and they 5 
1 ſpake the word of God with boldneſs.” That the Apoſtles f 
| 1 with a ſelect company often met, to deliberate about the i 
affairs of the Church, is what we have already ſeen take ? 
| place, before, and on the day of Pentecoſt. We farther | 
þ | read, that as the Apoſtles ſometimes met alone, ſo often in { 
| preſence of the Elders ; and that on thoſe occaſions others 
| were not required to attend © When, therefore, Peter { 
and John are faid to have come to their own company, e 


(or, as it is in the Greek text, « to their own), the natu- 
ral meaning has been underſtood to be, that they came either 
to the reſt of the Apoſtles, or to them as met with the o- 
ther Miniſters of the word. Indeed, it was ſcarcely poſ- 
fible that all the converts at Jeruſalem could, now, meet 
in one Aſſembly. Nor, probably, was it ever at all ſup- 
poſed by the inſpired Hiſtorian. An advocate for Lay- 
Preaching, however, has infinuated that this effuſion of 
the Holy Spirit, as well as that on the day of Pentecoſt, 
extended to all the members of the Church. If fo, in 
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b Acts iv. 31. Acts ix. 27. and Chap. ri. 18. 


* Zee Miſſionary Magazine, Vol. III. NG. XXI. Pages 69 and 70, publiſh- 
ed at Edinburgh, Feb. 1798. As I will have occaſion to allude to this work, 
it is certainly proper to ſtate what the Editors have, I believe, declared, that 
it was never publiſhed under the authority of any Miſſionary Society in this 
Country, but by a certain individual or more who were conneRed with them. 
Thoſe Societies allow no Miſſionary to go forth to Heathen lands, as from 
them, or with their approbation, without examination by Miniſters of the 
Goſpel and other Managers. The Glaſgow Miſſionary Society, in particu- 
lar, preſcribe a courſe of ſpecial ſtudy to thoſe who offer themſelves as Cate- 
chiſts for the Heathen, But how far that work, bearing a name ſo popular, 
and publiſhed as it was under the inſpection of a Miniſter then in connection 
with the Church of Scotland, may have, eventually, or deſignedly, prepared 
the way for a new Sect in the land, I acknowledge have not information 
ſufficient to determine. 
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vain would he adduce any thing, in the condu@t of the 
Church at Jeruſalem, as an argument for Lay-Preaching z 
all the members of that Church being more or leſs par- 
takers of extraordinary gifts. The nature of the gifts con- 
ferred, we learn from the previous prayer of the Church, 
in anſwer to which they ſeem to have been given. 
« Grant,” ſaid they, * unto thy ſervants, that with all 
boldneſs they may ſpeak thy word, by ſtretching forth 
thine hand to heal; and that ſigns and wonders may be 
done by the name of thy holy child Jeſus “.“ Now, if by 
the ſervants of God, for whom thoſe gifts were prayed for, 
we are to underſtand the whole Church, or thoſe of them 
who were arrived at the age of manhood, we muſt now 
have had, at leaſt, Five Thouſand perſons preaching in the 
ſtreets of Jeruſalem : for, ſurely, a ſmall part of the day 
might have ſufficed, for teaching the women and children. 
Let not the reader imagine that this is to ſtretch the 
words of Luke beyond their natural meaning. Whoever 
they were, who were now filled with the Holy Ghoſt, 
they are ſaid « to have ſpoken the word with boldneſs. At 


the ſame time, that ſeems to refer, not to inſtruction ad- 


miniſtered in families or ſmaller companies, but to that 
public exerciſe of gifts which might expoſe to the malice 
of the Jewiſh Rulers. 


Hay there been ſuch a general participation of extraor- 

dinary gifts, as. has been ſuppoſed, it would have rather 
obſtructed than promoted the cauſe of Chriſtianity. By 
the number of Preachers who appeared, the attention of 
men would have been diverted from the witneſſes of the 
Reſurrection. The people would have been more deſirous 
to. hear every new diſplay of talents that was exhibited, 
than to inquire into the truth and importance of the Goſ- 
pel. But, otherwiſe, an obvious queſtion occurs, Why do 


d Acc iv. 29, 30. 
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the Apoſtles ſtill confine their labours to Jeruſalem, which 
was already ſo plentifully ſupplied with Preachers, and not 
turn their attention to other parts of Judea? Why, eſpe- 
cially, do the pious ſtrangers, who ſtill remained with 
them, not begin to remember the lands which gave them 
birth ? If they had courage to preach at Jeruſalem, they had 
little compaſhon for the inhabitants of other countries, who 
were periſhing for lack of knowledge !—Can we conſider, 
without regret, the abſurd interpretations which have been 
put upon Scripture ! How often has Chriſtianity been held 
up to ridicule! How many who would not join her ene- 
mies, in encircling her temples with a crown of thorns, 
have fo far conſpired with thoſe, as to disfigure. her perſon 
with a gorgeous robe ! Is it not the duty of every friend 
of truth and of man, to reſtore to her that ſimple but 
comely attire, with which ſte had at firſt adorned herſelf ! 


SECTION: IV. 


Farther remarks on the number of thoſe who preached the 
| Goſpel at Feruſalem Character of the Seven awho awere 
 entrufled with the diſtribution of 2 for the et of 


the Grecian converts. 


8 in her progreſs. through the world, pro- 
ceeds in a manner entirely orderly. Though ſupported by 
miraculous powers, ſhe, without noiſe or tumult, extends 
her conqueſts ; while ſhe employs ſuch means, as may not 
only enlarge her dominions, for the preſent, but ſecure 
the fruit of her peaceful victories to Poſterity. 


TE Apoſtles, and other witneſſes of the Reſurrection, 
ſeem to have remained for many years at Jeruſalem, or in 


* 


27 


its neighbourhood. This, however, did not ariſe from 


any averſion which they had to encounter difficulties in fo- 


reign lands. The reverſe appears from. every feature in 
their character. But while deſirous to promote the ſalva- 


tion of their countrymen, they wiſhed the truth of the 


Goſpel hiſtory to be fully aſcertained in that country, and 
among that people, to whom it had a peculiar reference. 
Had they acted otherwiſe, a new ſeries of miracles might 
have become neceſſary, in order to tranſmit the great facts, 
on which the Goſpel is built, with ſufficient evidence, to 
diſtant generations. 


"WHILE the Apoſtles remained ea at Jeruſalem, 
it is not to be ſuppoſed, but that they would have early 
ſent forth Miſſionaries to other places, had they found, 
among their converts, men qualified for that office, and 
whoſe labours were not ſo neceſſary in the city of Jeruſa- 
lem. An idea, indeed, has perhaps been entertained, that 
the Church was for a time ſomewhat dilatory in the diſ- 
charge of their duty; and that it was only, when compel- 
led by perſecution, that they began to extend their labours, 


and that their zeal roſe to its proper height. No 1dea can 


be more unſcriptural. The Preachers of the Goſpel were, 
from the beginning, animated with zeal - correſponding to 
the magnitude of the object which was before them. 
But as they ated by the direction of the Holy Ghoſt, ſo 
they avoided every haſty meaſure, which might have finally 
injured the cauſe which they promoted. | 


Ir is difficult to aſcertain what was the extent of theſe 
extraordinary gifts, which were conferred on the firſt 
Preachers of Chriſtianity. But we are expreſsly told, that 
they did not all center in the ſame - perſons. “ Are all 


Apoſtles? Are all Prophets? Are all Teachers? Are all 


workers of miracles? Have all the gifts of healing? Do 
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all ſpeak with tongues ? Do all interpret e? It is probable 
that, of thoſe at Jeruſalem, none received the gift of tongues, 
on the day of Pentecoſt, but the Apoſtles. For, when 
diſperſed at the death of Stephen, none, but ſome men of 
Cyprus and Cyrene, are ſaid to have preached the Goſpel 
to any other but the natives of Judea*, At the ſame time, 
it is evident that they had no ſcruple to affociate, either 
with thoſe Jews who were natives of other countries, or 
with ſuch Proſclytes as obſerved the ceremonial law. 


THERE is no doubt that the Apoſtles and others, would 
carefully mark, among their converts, every perſon who 
might be qualified for the Miniſtry of the Goſpel. Not- 
withſtanding, it appears from the very face of the Saered 
Hiſtory, that there was a comparative ſcarcity of Preachers 
at Jeruſalem. Accordingly, as far as the hiſtory of the 
Acts carries us, we find that they were only a few indivi- 
duals, who declared the glad tidings of ſalvation, far be- 
yond the territories of Judea. Apollos, a native of Alex- 
. andria, which was not far diftant from Judea, and where 
many Jews reſided, when he came to Epheſus many years 
after the aſcenſion of Chrift, ſeems to have met with no 
Preacher of Chriſtianitys. To what cauſe can we aſcribe 
this, but the following, that, as in the time of our Saviour's 
Miniſtry, ſo in that of his Apoſtles, « the harveſt was plen- 
teous but the labourers feu?“ no general commiſſion hav- 
ing been given to the Chriſtian at: to go forth to 
preach the * 


Or the natives of Judea, no public Teachers are ſaid, 
for a conſiderable time, to have been converted by the doc- 
trine of the Apoſtles. At the ſame time, the great body of 
the Jewiſh people were groſsly ignorant. As few in that 
age, could purchaſe a copy of the Law and of the Prophets, 


© x Cor. xi, 29, 30. = Acts xi. 19, 20. 6 Acts xviii. 24, 25. 


| . = 
ſo fewer could read them; and as the vulgar dialect had 
been much changed, during their captivity at Babylon, ſo 
ſtill fewer, perhaps, when thoſe writings were read in their 
hearing, could underſtand them.“ For this reaſon, as 
well as for others, it might be our Saviour cauſed his 


diſciples ſo long to attend his own Miniſtry, before he gave 


them any authority to inſtruct others. But had the A- 
poſtles received authority to confer ordination, on thoſe 
who had not previouſly devoted themſelves to the ſtudy of 
the Scriptures, it is evident that the Church would have 
been earlier ſupplied with Teachers, and that Miſſions 
would have been much ſooner undertaken to other countries. 
There is, therefore, every reaſon to think, that though all who 
embraced the Goſpel abounded in faith and charity, yet 
their progreſs in knowledge did, in general, bear ſome pro- 
portion to their previous habits and means of improvement. 
God never unneceſſarily multiplies miracles. He is debtor 
to none of his creatures. He beſtows his benefits with ſo- 
vereign but unerring Wiſdom. No man can form a claim 
upon him for any gift, whether of an ordinary or extraor- 


dinary nature, which He may have been pleaſed to beſtow. 


* ö ; 
—ů — — — 


Tux zeal of the firſt converts to Chriſtianity, we may 
learn from thoſe acts of charity, which many of them 
performed. Not a few ſold their poſſeſſions, whether pa- 


trimonial or acquired, and appropriated the price to the 


good of the Church. This formed a ſtock which was ap- 
plied, not only for the relief of. the poor, but for the ſup- 
port of thoſe who were engaged in the work of the Mini- 
ſtry. The latter the Hiſtorian ſeems to have in view, when he 


The Phariſees who were a learned ſect, and either Scribes or Rulers, 

ſpeak very contemptuouſly of the knowledge of the common people among 

the Jews. © Have any of the Rulers or of the Phariſces believed on him,” 

But this people (i x who know not the law are accurſed.” John vii. 48, 49. 
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ſays, c all were in one place, and had all things common Þ;” 
no diſtinction being made betwixt the natives of Judea and 
believing ftrangers, but what arofe from ſuperiority of of- 
fice. With reſpect to other perſons who were in want, they 
appear to have received a daily allowance which might ſup- 
port them in their 'own houfes i. The diſtribution of this 
money the Apoſtles, though they themſelves received it 
from the Donors &, feem from the beginning to have given 
up to the hands of others l. 'Thefe, we have every reaſon 


to think, were ſome of the Hundred and Twenty who 


received the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecoft : for we 
read, that when the Church at Antioch had afterwards 


made a contribution for the ſaints at Jeruſalem, they ſent 


it to the E/ders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul n. 
That none of the Grecians had at firſt any ſhare in this 
buſineſs, appears from the complaint itſelf which they 
made againſt the Hebrews: A circumſtance which obvi- 
ouſly 'marks a fuperiority of office in fome who firſt received 
the Holy Ghoſt, to thoſe who might be afterwards ordain- 
ed by the Apoſtles. The former probably ated as Evan- 
geliſts for the whole city; and, while called to water the 


different congregations which were found in it, did, at 


ſtated times, diſtribute charity to thoſe who ſtood in need 
of it. Of them, then, it ſeems to be ſaid, “ And in thoſe 
days there was a murmuring of the Grecians *gainſt the 
Hebrews, becauſe their widows were neglected in the daily 
miniſtration.” Any inſtance of neglect to the Grecians, 
on the part of the Hebrews, would more eaſily excite um- 
brage, as it would be ſuppoſed to proceed from that par- 
tiality, which the latter had to their own countrymen, 


HoweveR it was, the Apoſtles make ho inquiry into 
the paſt ; but they provide a remedy for the future. It is 
ſaid, „ The Twelve called the multitude of the diſciples, 


h Acts it. 44. i Acts vi. 1. * Acts iv. 37. I Accs vi. 2. 
m Acts xi. 30. | 
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and Card, Ie is not reaſon that we ſhould leave the word of . 


God, and ſerve tables. Wherefore, brethren, look ye out 
among you ſeven men of honeſt report, full of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and of wiſdom, whom we may appoint over this 
buſineſs.” It has generally been ſuppoſed, that the Apoſtles 
here called together the whole multitude of Chriſtians at 
Jeruſalem; and that they laid down an office which they 
found to be inconvenient. But there is no evidence, that 
the Apoſtles either laid down any office themſelves, or 
that they deprived others of a truſt which had been for- 
merly aſſigned them. They only committed a ſhare of that 
office to men from among the Grecians. Accordingly, 
by „ the multitude of diſciples” whom they call together, 
the context itſelf leads us to underſtand « the whole com- 


pany of ſtrangers” who were at Jeruſalem ; for it was of 


them the Hiſtorian ſpake. In further proof of this, let it 
be obſerved, that the names of all the Seven, who are now 
choſen, are of Greek original. * One of the perſons is 
ſaid to be a Proſelyte of Antioch, the reſt being baba 
of Hebrew extraction. 


To this, the future conduct of thoſe men correſponds. 
As Stephen directs his Miniſtry to the ſtrangers who re- 
ſided at Jeruſalem, ſo, after the diſperſion which took place, 
Philip, unaccompanied by any of the Jews, went to preach 
the Goſpel to the Samaritans. Paul, ho was a native of 
Cilicia, did, after his converſion, obſerve the ſame con- 
duct on coming to Jeruſalem ®. 

Bur it is. neceſſary farther to inquire into the character 
of thoſe, who are to be entruſted with this important office. 


a 


n AQs vi. 9.—viii. 5.—ix. 29. | 

* BJepa vos à Crown, p:MxTo; a loyer of. horſes, po leader of the Cho- 

rus, Nixcvwp conqueror of men, T:iawv one who gives honour, rTapwrves a man 

of firmneſs, Nexoxoc conqueror of the people. It; is true that ſome Greek 

names were now introduced among the Jews. But they were ſew. Philip 
15 the n one which we find among the names of the Twelve Apoſtles, 
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Though the choice be left to the Grecians, yet that is re- 
ſtricted to men of a certain deſcription o. Firſt; then it is 
ſaid, © they muſt be men of honeſt report.” It is ſubmitted 
to the reader, acquainted with the Greek language, whe- 
ther the whole of this clauſe in the Sacred Hiſtory, may 
not be more naturally rendered thus, „Look ye out ſeven 
men whom ye yourſelves approve.” * The part of their 
character which follows, is more worthy of attention, « men 
full of the Holy Ghoſt and wiſdom.” This is a character 
which could ſcarcely be aſcribed to any, who were not 
diſtinguiſhed as Miniſters of the word. Wherever, indeed, 
thoſe terms occur in Scripture, they ſeem to have a refer- 


ence to extraordinary gifts. As Jeſus, after the deſcent of 


the Divine Spirit, was ſaid to be full of the Holy Ghoſt, 
ſo was Paul, when in the Spirit of Prophecy he denounced 
a curſe, upon a certain perſon, which was immediately 
executed b. The ſame character is aſcribed 4 to Barnabas, 
who was ſent as an Evangeliſt to Antioch, and who, in to- 
ken of his peculiar endowments, had been ſurnamed by the 
Apoſtles, „A ſon of conſolation.” It may therefore be 
concluded that the Seven here choſen, according to the 
direction of the Apoſtles, were men of the moſt diſtinguiſh- 
ed miniſterial talents among the Grecians. This accounts 
for the part which two of them are expreſsly ſaid to act: 
for, riſing above the rank of ordinary Paſtors, they appear 
in the high character of Evangeliſts, and work miracles in 
common with the Apoſtles. | 


LET it not be conſidered as an objection to what has been 
faid, that the Apoſtles would not have now ordained thoſe 
men as: Miniſters of charity, had they formerly ordained 
them to the Miniſtry. of the word. The Apoſtles ſeem to 
have performed this ceremony, not merely in token of ex- 


o Acts vi 3. P Luke iv. 1. Acts xiii. 9. 4 Aﬀts zi. 24. 
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traordinary gifts to be conferred, but in token of their de- 
fire, that every farther ſupply of wiſdom might be given to 
thoſe whom they entruſted with any new office or commiſ- 


fon. Accordingly when Paul and Barnabas, already emi- 


nent Miniſters of the word, were ſent forth upon a new 
miſſion, the Prophets and Teachers, who were at Antioch, 
are ſaid to have laid their hands on them and prayed *.” 
But if Ordination, to an inferior office, was reckoned ne- 


ceſſary, even for thoſe men who already acted in a higher 
capacity, how much more neceſſary was it, at firſt, for the 
diſcharge of that office, which in itſelf is ſo much more im- 


portant? 


SECTION V. 


Diſperſion of the Church at Jerisſalem— No argument thence 


to be deduced for Lay-Preaching. 


V E are now come in view of what every ſuperficial ob- 
ſerver will look to, as the ſtrong-hold of the Doctrine of 
Lay-Preaching. Formidable does the bulwark appear from 


afar! But, as we advance and conſider it, it ſeems to be no- 


thing more than a caſtle in the air —and a few ſhafts of 
truth, it is hoped, will diſpel the meteor. 


AFTER Stephen, one of the Seven, as by way of emi- 


nence they are called, had been ſtoned to death, with the 
approbation of the Jewiſh Council, and connivance, or, per- 


haps, ignorance of the Roman Governor, it is ſaid by the 


Writer of the Acts, © There was a great perſecution againſt 
the Church which was at Jeruſalem; and they were all 


2 
8 Acts xiii. 3. b Acts viii. I—4, 
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34 
ſeattered abroad throughout the regions of Judea and Sama- 


ria, except the Apoſtles; and again, cc They who were 
ſcattered abroad went every where preaching the Word gy 


Ir had formerly. occurred, eyen to thoſe who fayoured 


an Independent form of Eccleſiaſtical Government, that 
the term church might, according to the ordinary uſe of 
language, be applied to thoſe perſons, whether immediately 
appointed by God, or delegated by their brethren, who 
were peculiarly entruſted with the affairs of any Chriſtian 
Society. As therefore Stephen had been. ſingled out from 


among the people, ſo it is natural to think that, when a 


perſecution is ſaid to be raiſed againſt the Church, nothing 
more was meant than that it was raiſed againſt men, who, 
like him, were acting in a public capacity. But ſays a 
writer in the Miſſionary Magazine, The term Church can 
only be applied, to the collective body of the Chriſtian con- 


verts. Therefore all, or the greater part of theſe muſt no 
have been diſperſed ; whence it appears, that not only de- 


legated Preachers, but all others went through the land 


preaching the Word. A more ridiculous interpretation of 


Scripture was never given. The argument is erroneous in 
its principle. But, otherwiſe, the inference deduced from 
it is inconcluſive. 
| W - | 

Hap that Gentleman read two verſes more of the Chap- 
ter in which this ſubject is contained, he might have found 
the term church applied, not to the collective body of 
Chriſtians, or even a conſiderable number of them, but to 
thoſe individuals, perhaps of greater eminence, againſt whom 
the malice of Saul was peculiarly directed. 4 If ſo, why 
not to thoſe men, poſſeſſing extraordinary gifts, who, like 
Stephen or the Apoſtles, devoted their time to the public 
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ſervice of the Church. It is, indeed, probable that, even 
where the term is applied to Chriſtians in general, it has a 
peculiar reference to thoſe inveſted with a public office. 
Paul addrefſes one of his Epiſtles to the Church of the 
Theſſalonians; but he informs us whom he had particularly 
in view, when he ſays to the Rulers of that Church, I 
charge you by the Lord, that this Epiſtle be read to all the 
holy brethren ©.” | 


Bor paſſing over all controverſy about the meaning of 
a term, the reader is requeſted to attend to the illuſtration 
of the two following Remarks, 


Fs, That the perſecution raiſed on the death of Ste- 
phen, was not ſuch as to produce any thing like a general 


diſperſion of the Chriſtian converts at Jeruſalem z 


SEconD, That though more had been diſperſed than 


Preachers of the Goſpel, there is no evidence ariſes from 
the words of the Sacred Hiſtorian, that they took * ſhare 
in the Miniſtry of the Word. 


| Ln of Scripture ſeem, in general, by much 
to have overrated the perſecution whoſe nature is here to 
be conſidered. They did not reflect, that no blood is ſaid 


'* $o we find this very term uſed in the Septuagint Verſion of the Old 
Teſtament, Deut. xxxi. 2830; where Moſes ſays to the Levites already 


met before him, © Gather unto me (oxxanoracalt) all the Elders of your tribes, 


and your Officers, &c. Tt is added, And Moſes ſpake in the ears of all the 


Congregation of Ifrael (E ο,j The term Church properly means an Af- 
ſenibly. If therefore the Apoſtles and other Miniſters of the Goſpel, were 


in ufe ſometimes to meet alone for the tranſact ion of buſineſs, the term would 
of courſe be applied to them by way of eminence.— That in Acts xv. 22. it 
means believers, as diſtinguiſhed from office-bearers, does not ſeem altoge- 
ther incontrovertible. 


e xt Theſſ. i. 1. and v.27. 
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to be ſhed, but that of Stephen; and that the Hiſtorian 

4 would naturally ſtyle that a great perſecution which, for a 
i time, deprived the ſaints at Jeruſalem of ſo many faithful 
Paſtors. The Tranſlators, of our verſion of the Bible, have 

fallen into the ſame miſtake. But the reader will be ena- 

bled to judge of the extent of this perſecution, when he 
conſiders, for a moment, the following literal Tranſlation 

of the paſſage of Scripture which ſpeaks of it. It runs thus, 


« AnD Saul was conſenting to his (Stephen's) death. 

And on that day * there was a great perſecution againſt the 

Church which was at Jeruſalem; and all were diſperſed 
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the 

Apoſtles. And devout men carried out Stephen to his 

burial, and made a great lamentation over him. As for 

8 Saul, he made havock of the Church, entering into the 

houſes t, and haling men and women, committed them to 


priſon.“ 


By attending to the above ſtatement of this perſecution, 
every perſon of diſcernment will perceive to have been 
ſuch as the following. | | 


© Ox the ſame day in which Stephen was killed, many rely- 
ing on the protection of the Jewiſh Rulers, or acting under 
their authority, began to offer outrage to the Miniſters of 
= the Goſpel, who were preaching the word. The fury of 
F ip | the former was ſo great, though not ſaid to terminate in 
blood, that all the latter either left the city, or ſo entirely 
= - diſappeared, as to juſtify the Hiſtorian in ſaying, “ They 
a were all ſcattered abroad.” In the mean time, which 
ſhews the perſecution was not general, devout men, with- 
out moleſtation, carried Stephen to his burial, and made 
a great lamentation over him. As for Saul, he carried 
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37 
the perſecution farther than his companions ; for entering 


into the houſes of private families, which were probably the 


receptacles of thoſe who preached the doctrine of Chriſt, 


he dragged both men and women to priſon.” This would 


cauſe any few Miniſters who might have ry them- 
ſelves, alſo, to leave the ny | 


As. Chriſtians » would make no reſiſtance to their perſe- 
cutors, ſo all might paſs without exciting ſuch confuſion, 
as to draw the attention of the Roman Governor. It far- 
ther appears, that the hotteſt perſecution was carried on by 
Saul. «„ He made havock of the Church.” But wherein 
did that conſiſt? Not in ſhedding ſtreams of blood. To 
that length, ſupported as he was by the Jewiſh Council, he 


' durſt not proceed. But entering into ſome of the houſes 


of the Chriſtians, he committed a few men and women to 
priſon. That either the Jews ſhould have purpoſed to im- 


priſon the great body of Chriſtian converts, or that all theſe 
ſhould have left the city, for the impriſonment of a few, 


are ideas too abſurd to need any anſwer. 


THERE is no evidence whatever, that this perſecution was 
protracted beyond the day of Stephen's martyrdom. The 
words of the Hiſtorian are literally rendered, “ on that 
day”, or more emphatically, „on the ſame day.” But, 
though the term Day is ſometimes uſed for an indefinite 
time in prophetical language, yet never in a plain hiſtori- 


cal narration. Luke is always accurate in the uſe of his 


terms; and, when about to mention a period of time more 
indefinitely, ſays either, “ in thoſe days,” or, « about that 
time.” + It may be ſuppoſed, indeed, that for a few days, 
the Jewiſh Council were employed in trying the perſans 
impriſoned, and that they inflicted on them the only punifh- 
ment which, without the conſent of the Roman Governor, 


u rig nuepeus raulaic, Acts i. 15. fal in tov xauiper, Acts xii. r. 


it was competent for them, that of beating in the Syna- 
gogue. It is probable, however, that they durſt not farther 
patronize any open perſecution in the city; nor do they feem 
at all-to have carried it to the neighbourhood. When Saul, 
notwithſtanding the death of Stephen and the puniſhment 
of others, ſtill breathed out threatening and death againſt 
the Diſciples of Jeſus, he obtained from the' chief Prieſts 
letters to Damaſcus, which lay beyond the limits of Herod's 
juriſdiction f. He himſelf afterwards, in his confeſhon to 
God, mentions the extent to which he carried this perſecu- 
tion; when he ſtates its different parts, probably, not ac- 
cording to the order of time in which they happened, but 
according to the degrees of guilt which they contained, 
Lord, they know that I impriſoned and beat in the Syna- 
pogues them that believed on thee; and when the blood of 
thy martyr Stephen was ſhed, I alſo was ſtanding by, and 
conſenting unto his death, and 1 8 the raiment 6b; them 
who flew him. —» | e 


IT is ata that, at this time, the nen met t wih 
no moleſtation. Perhaps the Jewiſh Rulers, finding that 
neither threats nor any puniſhment which they could inflict, 
could deter them from their duty, were unwilling to exhi- 
bit a new proof of the weakneſs of their own power. Per- 
haps, as the Apoſtles continued in a more public part of the 
city, where multitudes attended, their enemies were afraid 
of exciting a tumult by attacking them. Or it may be ſup- 
poſed, that Saul ſpared them, from reſpect to the opinion 
of his Maſter Gamaliel. This, however, was ſcarcely to 
be expected, had there been any thing like a grey _- 
fecution raiſed againſt the Chriſtian converts. 


Bor, FORE ſuch was the extent of this perſecution, yet, 
in order to refute the Doctrine of Lay-Preaching, it is not 


f Ats ix, 1% A5 Nil 19,20. 8 
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neeeſſary to maintain that none but Preachers of the Goſpel 
left Jeruſalem on this occaſion. Not a few might accom- 
pany them. If they did, it was in Judea only: for none 
ſeem to have accompanied Philip to Samaria n. But does 
it thence follow that any of them publicly preached the 
word ? By no means. The Hiſtorian, indeed, ſays, 4 They 
who were ſcattered; abroad went through the land preach- 
ing the word.” But is it not cuſtomary to aſcribe to a So- 
ciety what any one of them performs, while the reſt coun- 
tenance him in the performance? Of this we have a ftriking 


Inſtance in this Hiſtory. Says Luke of Paul and of the 


others, who, beſide himſelf, accompanied that Apoſtle, 
« We went out to a place where prayer was wont to be 
made, and we fat down and ſpake to the women who re- 
ſorted: thither ;” though, it is evident, Paul was the only 
perſon who ſpake on this occaſion i. If then it be the part 
of Lay- Preachers, to give ſupport and countenance to thoſe, 
who have been ſet apart to the Miniſtry, it might be ſaid, 
« Many fuch Preachers may we have. Inſtead of going 
forth to ſow diviſion, may they give ſupport to the Goſpel 


wherever it is preached, by their regular attendance on its 


— and by their 2 conduct.“ 

h Acts viii. 5. YAM xvi. 13, 14. 
As Philip, one of the Seven; is the only; perſon who went-to-Samavia, 
ſo two Apoſtles, on hearing of his ſucceſs, went to confirm his converts in 


the faith; and in their return to Jeruſalem, they. preached the Goſpel in 


many villages of the Samaritans. Afterwards, the ſame Philip went towards 
Gaza, on the ſouth of Jerufalem; where he met with the Ethiopian Bunach j 
and beginning at Azotus; he prearhed in all the moſt populous cities, lying 
on the Mediterranean coaſt, till he came to, Ceſarea, where he ſeems to have 
taken up his reſidence. Acts viii. 40, and xxi. 8. Had there been Five or 
Six Thouſand Preachers diſperſed, ſurely ſome Grecian might have been 
ſpared to accompany him. Nor could there have been any neceſſity for 


him.cither»ta'have left Samaria ſo ſobnꝭ or to have —— ſo large 3 


proportion of the land of Judea. | pcs l 
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Ha the Hiſtorian's expreſſion been more determinate, 
« a who were ſcattered abroad, it will appear from the 
above obſervation, that it would amount to no direct proof 
of the doctrine of Lay-Preaching. It might juſtly be object- 
ed, that the Hiſtorian could mean thoſe only, who, having 
been found qualified to preach the Goſpel at Jeruſalem, 
were expected to do the ſame in the country around. 
 NoTHrinG is more common, in languages not highly refin- 
ed, than to uſe general terms when a part of the perſons or 
objects, denoted by them, were really in view. In the verſe 
preceding that under conſideration it is ſaid, « Paul en- 
tered into the houſes,” when ſurely not all the houſes of 
Chriſtians, but a feww were intended. Nay, that very ex- 
preſſion, on which ſo much ſtreſs has been laid, is uſed 
when ſpeaking of thoſe, who, after the perſecution upon 
Stephen, went in a particular direction, and proceeded far- 
ther than others in preaching the Goſpel. « Now they 
who were ſcattered abroad travelled as far as Phenice and 
Cyprus and Antioch *. Surely they were only a part who 
proceeded fo far, or who went in that direction. It ſeerfs 
often to be the object of an Hiſtorian, to ſtate rather the 
reality of an action, than the preciſe manner in which it was 
done. On this account it is, we find many phraſes in Scrip- 
ture, which, for the ſake of the unlearned, it was, per- 
haps, proper in our verſion of the Bible to have rendered 
with more precifion. The reader may conſider the follow- 
ing examples, Then the Diſciples found fault,” one of 
them did fo !. They who were crucified with Jeſus threw 
the ſame in his teeth u,“ one of them did ſo. « How 


mall we be baptized for the dead®,” for a dead perſon. 


“ When they were lain,” when one of them was ſlain, « I 


* Ads xi. 19. 1 Matth. xvi 8. John xii. 4 © Matth. zxvii. 44. 


Cor. av. 29. dr Ty erg. 


* 


4 
gave my voice againſt them o.“ To found a general doctrine 
upon ſuch expreſſions, ſhews a groſs ignorance of Scripture 
criticiſm. * 

| A | h % 4h 
o Acts xxvi. 10.—Sce alſo verſe 11. compared with chap. ix. 2. 


Since writing this Section, an idea has been ſuggeſted to me by a learn» 
cd Friend, reſpeQing the meaning of Icoraprony, © were ſcattered abroad; 


which idea appeared to me ſo good, that for a time 1 ſuſpected its truth, 


but, upon farther inveſtigation, am fully convinced of it. It is juſt hinted 
by Henry, in his Commentary upon the Bible. It is, that the Preachers of 
the Goſpel did not leave Jeruſalem, ſo much on account of the violence of 
the perſecution, as in obedience to the command of Chriſt, © when they per- 
ſecute you in one city, flee ye into another.” Matth. x. 23. Certain it is 


that Jiacrtipo does not ſo properly ſignify to © diſperſe by violence, as a» 


nother verb Juzoxopritu, which we find employed, Matth. xxvi. 31. and Acts 


v. 37. The former word implies no more than * to ſeparate,” by whatever 


means that is effected. After the confuſion of tongues, God is ſaid to have ſcat» 
tered men on the face of the earth (Jicrtip vy) when in the courſe of his Pro- 


vidence he led them to ſettle at a diſtance from one another. Many Jews 


were ſaid, in the time of our Saviour, to be ſcattered among other nations 
(Ji though their exile was voluntary. It may be further obſerved, that 
in all languages a verb in a paſſive form may ſometimes have a neuter, or, as 
the Greeks ſay, a middle ſignification. Such is the caſe with the very verb in 
queſtion, as uſed in the Septuagint Verſion of the Old Teſtament. When 
Pharaoh had denied ftraw to the Iſraelites, it is ſaid, © they were ſcattered a» 
broad,” (azo; Sueoraps) that is, they of their own accord went in every direc- 
tion in queſt of ſtubble. - When, therefore, the Church at Jeruſalem is ſaid to 
be ſcattered abroad, the meaning ſeems to be, that viewing the perſecution 
raiſed againſt them as a ſignal to depart, they either of their own accord, or 
in concert with the Apoſtles, left the city, and diſtributed themſelves in every 
direction. It is ſaid to have been along (x) the regions of Judea and Sa» 
maria. Thus they either choſe their directions, or had them pointed out to 


them Luke continues their hiſtory in a following verſe, © They then who 


kad diſperſed themſelves went through the land preaching the word.” 


42 


SECTION VL 


| Cafe of Apollos—Nece 15 ity of Ordination inferred from that and 


an REG of other particulars. 


Tur. e of Apollos has been eſteemed. a Pillar of the 
doctrine of Lay-Preaching: It is here held forth as a pre- 
fumptive proof of the contrary doctrine. The hiſtory of it 
is the following ?. 


Tux Apoſtle Paul, having remained in Corinth, the chief 
city, of Achaia, for a year and ſix months, came to Ephefus 
on his way to. Jeruſalem. There accompanied him Aquila 
and his wife Priſcilla, Jews with whom he had been lodged 
in the former city. Them he left at Epheſus, in order to 
purſue his journey to Jeruſalem. But before he departed, 
he went into the Jewiſh: Synagogue, and diſcourſed out of 
the Scriptures. concerning Chriſt. It appears that at this 
time he made no converts; but, as the Jews were deſirous 
farther to hear him, he promiſed to return at ſome future 


7 


In the mean time, Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came 
to. Epheſus. This man knew nothing but the baptiſm of 
Fhn, the forerunner of our Lord. But though he had no 
particular knowledge of Chriſtian Doctrine, yet, convinced 


that Jeſus was the Meſſiah, and well-verſed in the writings 


of the Old Teſtament, he began openly to declare his -opi- 
nion in the Synagogue. It has been ſuppoſed that Apollos 
did this, without authority from any Chriſtian Society, or 
from the Jewiſh Synagogue ; and therefore muſt have been 
a Lay-Preacher. That he had received a commiſſion from 


1 


p Acts xviii. III. and 18—28, Chap. xix, 1—6. 


eo dt Poa hr ͤͤkx.?ß + rae Iau, 


43 
no Chriſtians to teach any Doctrine of the Goſpel, is cer- 
tain. But before any argument was founded upon this, 
for the Doctrine of Lay-Preaching, it was incumbent on 
the Patrons thereof to ſhew, at leaſt, the probability that 
he was not a Jewtſh Scribe : for, if he was, he certainly 
had authority to expound, in the Synagogue, the Scriptures 
of the Old Teſtament. And it is well known, that, when 
a learned ſtranger took his ſeat among the Doctors of the 
Law, in any Synagogue, they, after the uſual ſervioe, in- 
vited him to give a word of exhortation to the people 4%. 80 
far, therefore, from it being probable that Apollos was not 


a Scribe, it may be viewed as certain, or next to cer- 


tain, that he was. It is not, however, of ſo much conſe- 
quence, to aſcertain, whether what he now did was orderly, 
as to conſider the part which he acted, after he became _ 
wy acquainted with Ira 


2 0 is ſaid, « that Aquila and Priſcilla having heard him, 
they took him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of 
God more perfectly.“ This they appear to have done pri- 
vately : for Aquila ſeems not at all to have ſpoken in the 
Synagogue. But had Apollos, after this converſation, 
conſidered himſelf as authorized to preach the Goſpel, we 
can ſcarcely imagine, but that he would have continued his 
Miniſtry at Epheſus, where ſo large a field was opened to 
him; at leaſt, that, before his departure, he would have 
imparted to any who were friendly to Chriſtianity, that 
additional information which he himſelf had now received. 
But, ſo far from doing ſo, he immediately forms the pur- 
poſe of going to Achaia, which was already plentifully ſup- 
plied with Miniſters of the Word. Nor do Aquila and 
Priſcilla diſſuade him from his purpoſe. On the contrary, 
they urge him to the performance of it. Accordingly we 
read, «that when he was diſpoſed to paſs into Achaia, 


J Acts xiu. 14, 15. 
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the brethren wrote exhorting the diſciples to receive him.” 


"Theſe words were more naturally rendered in an Old Eng- 


liſh Verſion of the Bible, The Brethren encouraging him 
wrote to the diſciples to receive him*.” The perſons who 
did ſo ſeem to have been Aquila and Priſcilla. * There is 
no proof, however, that this letter amounted to a Miſſion. 
It could be nothing but an atteſtation of Apollos's zeal for 
Chriſtianity, which Aquila could give. Though not men- 
tioned in the conciſe hiſtory which Luke gives of this mat- 


ter, yet we have as good reaſon to think that Apollos, on 


his arrival at Corinth, would receive additional inſtruction, 
with Ordination, from the Paſtors of that city; as that he 
would receive from them the rite of Chriſtian 'Baptifm. 


r Acts xviii. 27. Tporpteeuevo; 6: althpor typatay rig A bn axodifacas 
Ev70v, 6 8 2 : . ; . ; 


| *® evſou Bovaouevoy when he was diſpoſed”* may very properly denote the 
ſtate of a man's mind, who has an inclination to perform any action, but 
may feel a degree of reluctance, or may not be ſo fully reſolved as to be in 
no danger of changing his purpoſe. The proper meaning of xporper® is to 
give incitement to 2 perſon in that ſituation. This accounts for a certain 
reading of verſe 27th, which we find in one Manuſcript of the New Teſta- 
ment. It is the following, Certain Corinthians who ſojourned at Epheſus 
having heard him (Apollos) 5e/zeched him to paſs with them into their native 
country ; to which he having conſented, the Epheſians wrote to the diſciples 
at Corinth to receive him.” This ſcems at firſt to have been a marginal 
note, and contained the opinion of ſome Tranſcriber of the New Teſtament ; 
but had at laſt crept into the text itſelf. It is in ſeveral reſpects incorrect. 
Aquila and Priſcilla were not. natives of Corinth. Nor do they ſeem to have 
returned thither with Apollos. Had any Epheſians joined them in their 
recommendation of Apollos, theſe could not have failed to receive from them 
a fuller knowledge of Chriſtian doctrine than they poſſeſſed at the return of 
Paul. Every one acquainted with the Greek: language may know, that a 
brother and a ſiſter may be ſtyled & brethren. If Aquila and Priſ- 
eilla remained at Epheſus, it may be viewed as certain that they did not 


| there preach the word. Perhaps they took a journey to Pontus their na- 


tive country ; and meeting with Paul in Galatia, returned with him to E- 
pheſus, where we find them reſiding, when- Paul wrote his firſt Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians. See Wetſtein's Edition of the Greek New Teſtament. 
As xviii. 27. 


435 
It is no objection to this, that he appeared at Corintk in a 
higher charaCter, than that of an ordinary Paſtor. Even 
an immediate call from God, to the work of the Miniſtry, 


would, by no means, preclude the neceſſity either of Bap- 
tiſm or Ordination. As then we are led to think that, af- 


ter his cgnverſation with Aquila, he did not preach the 


. Goſpel till he came to Corinth, ſo we have every reaſon to 


believe, that his deſign in going thither, was to receive a 
ſtill more accurate information of the Doctrines of the Goſ- 
pel, and to be ſet apart to the work of the Miniſtry, in that 


manner which God had appointed. 


War renders this the more probable is, that Apollos 


neither baptizes, in the name of Chriſt, any converts whom 


he ſeems to have made at Epheſus, nor waits to give them 


any further inſtruction reſpecting the nature of the Goſpel. 


When Paul returned, none of them knew any other but 
the baptiſm of John a, which Apollos as a Scribe ſeems to- 
have adminiſtered. Upon the principles of Lay-Preachers, 


we cannot but cenſure the conduct of both Apollos and 


Aquila. Is there any other principle upon which it can 
be accounted for, than that they were averſe to exhibit, 
in public, an imperfect view of Chriſtian Doctrine? or to 
ruſh upon the diſcharge of an office, for which they had 


nok been duly found „ 


As the conduct of Apollos ws affords the higheſt pro- 0 
bability that no man did of his own accord enter upon the 


office of the Miniſtry, in the times of the Apoſtles, ſo the 


reader is requeſted to attend to the following particulars, 
which he throw farther light upon this OE 


—. our Saviour and the witneſſes of his Reſurrection 


z Adds zix. 2, 3. 
G 


began their Miniſtry, not only in conſequence of a previous 
appointment, but after IM received the gifts * the Holy 
Ohoſt. 


- Tan | Apoſtle Peter declared to thoſe ae who were 
converted on the day of Pentecoſt, that, on believing the 


Goſpel, they would receive the __ Spirit in his extraor- 
dinary ehe 


Wr learn from the hiſtory of the Samaritans, that the 
ſame was conferred, with _ laying « on of the hands of the 
e d, 


IN thn manner the Seven Grecians, were ordained as 
rem of eee 


In a manner, n ſtill more n when Peter 
preached to Cornelius and his friends (who were the firſt 
fruits from among the Gentiles) the Holy Spirit deſcended 
upon them, without the impoſition of hands, which other- 
wiſe would have been obſerved. In conſequence thereof, 
they ſpake with other tongues, and magnified God d. 


Tuovcn Paul was immediately called to the Miniſtry by 
Chriſt himſelf, yet he was both baptized, and ordained by 
a perſon, whom God ſent to him for that purpoſe ©. | 


Warn the ſame Apoſtle and Barnabas were afterwards 
ſent on a particular Miſſion, the Prophets and Teachers, 
who were at IE; laid their . on n and prayed f. 


Paul. adduces it as a 8 of his eat and 
ion to preach the- Goſpel, that, when called by Chriſt, he 


b Ads vii. 15. Adds vi. 6. d Acts a. 44-46 Adds ix. 17. 
Acts xiii. 3. RE Sos 
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47 
did not go to thoſe who. were Apoſtles before him £3 and 
that when he found occaſion to go to Jeruſalem, the Apoſtles 
who were there did not queſtion his authority, nor give him 
any new inſtructions s. The contrary: muſt have been prac- 


tiſed in ordinary caſes. 


Wu certain perſons. come from Jeruſalem to Antioch, 
inſiſted on the obſervance of the ceremonial Law by: the 
Gentiles, the Apoſtles and Elders at Jeruſalem, declared 
that they had not commanded them i. 


Arrr R Paul and Barnabas had preached: the Goſpel in a 
large tract of country, they returned, and ordained them 
Elders in every city *. 


Wir reſpect to thoſe. who accompanied Paul, and aſ- 


ſiſted him in his labours, Luke is not ſo minute as to men- 


tion every circumſtance in their hiſtory, With reſpect, how-" 
ever, to one of them, to whom Paul wrote two Epiſtles, 
we learn that he had been ordained, , by the laying: on not 
only of Paul's hands, but of thoſe of the Preſbytery l. We 
cannot doubt that the ſame ceremony was performed to other- 
official nn who eee a that Apoſtle. L 

De that * did not confer ondinttioie 
on all who ſeemed: peculiarly friendly to Chriſtianity, ww 
be inferred from the conduct of _ at — 


- Wren Paul had found certain diſciples at Epheſus, he 


| baptized them in the name of Chriſt, and laid his hands om 
them; in confequence whereof they _ with —_— and 
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Maxx years thereafter, that Apoſtle left Timothy at E- 


pheſus, with the powers of an Evangeliſt, that he might 


not only correct the errors which appeared in the doctrine 
of ſome, but ordain others to the work of the Miniſtry ; 
and he commands him not raſhly to lay hands upon any * ** 

Taz ſame chains he ſeems afterwards to have given him 
with reſpect to other places, probably, in the Leſſer Afia; * 
for, in his ſecond Epiſtle, he ſeems to ſpeak as if Timothy 
had left Epheſus ?. 


In the fame manner Paul left Titus in Crete, « that he 
might ſet in order the things which were wanting, and or- 
dain Elders in every city 9.” 


Sucha variety of examples are more than ſufficient to 
eſtabliſh a general rule for the practice of the Church. 
They prove that Ordination is an appointment of God, and 
neceſſary for every one who would take upon him publicly 
to teach the Doctrines of Chriſtianity. For any perſon, 
therefore, eſpecially in a land where the Goſpel is already 
preached, of his own accord to take upon him the office of 
a Public Preacher or Teacher in any form, as it is a breach 
of good order, ſo it is an expreſs violation of the command 
of Chriſt. It tends not only to introduce diſorder into 
Chriſtian Societies, but to bring contempt upon any thing 
that reſembles a regular Miniſtry. It is not to « come in 
by the door into the ſheep-fold, but climb up ſome other 
way.” — Nor, if we attend to the example of the Apoſtolic 
Churches, can we be at any loſs what he ought to do, who 


- unexpectedly found himſelf ſurrounded by thoſe who were 


periſhing in their ignorance. If, in his intercourſe with 
them, he gave them ſome information reſpecting the way 
of ſalvation by Chriſt ; yet, did he poſſeſs a Miſſionary 


®r Tim, i 3, and v. 23. 
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fpirit, he would embrace the firſt opportunity of re- 
pairing to thoſe who were Teachers before him, and 
thus, in the firſt inſtance, ſhew his firm belief of the 
divinity of thoſe ordinances, which he wiſhed to recom- 
mend to others. 


| Rs 
SECTION VI. 


Farther qualifications of an Itinerant—Nature of a Stated 
Mimſtry—Ordination competent "- for the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel. 


Is the courſe of our Remarks we have been led to conſi- 
der the practice of the Apoſtolic Church, with reſpect to 
thoſe ſent forth to preach the Goſpel. The trial of their 
gifts was left not to their own determination, but to that of 
others. The wiſdom of ſuch a rule is abundantly obvious. 
Had every man been permitted to preach the Goſpel, it is 
evident they might have diſſeminated, in Judea and elſe- 
where, ſuch imperfect or erroneous views of Doctrine, as 
would have created, in the minds of many, a prejudice a- 
gainſt our holy Religion. And is it not well known, that 
none are ſo forward, as thoſe who want either humility to 
confider their own deficiency, or diſcernment to perceive 
the importance of the work, upon which they enter? 


IN order to render the doctrine of Lay-Preaching the 
more plauſible, a diſtinction has been- made betwixt Preach- 
ing and Teaching—the one referring to the firſt principles 

of Faith, the other to the ſuperſtructure of Doctrine 
the one being competent for any man who chuſes'to take. 
upon him the office of an Itinerant, the other for him to 
whom any congregation may ſubmit as a ſtated Paſtor. 
Such ſeems to be the ſum of the doctrine which 1s taught 
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in the Miſſionary Magazine. It is evident that the perſons 
vrho hold it, muſt make very little account of Ordination to 
the Miniſtry; or rather will be tempted to think it altoge- 
ther unneceſſary. The reader may conſider, how far that 
accords with the practice of the Church, as already ſtated. 
But the ſubject ſhall be further examined. 


IT is, no doubt, the duty of every Preacher, firſt to pro- 
pound plainer and more eſſential doctrines, and then to 
lead his hearers towards perfection. But the Gentlemen 
above alluded to, ſeem not to underſtand, that more ſkill is 
required to eſtabliſh firſt principles, than to rear upon them 
a ſuperſtructure of Doctrine. An error in the foundation 
of any building can ſeldom be rectiſied. To fell the world, 
as is faid, that Jeſus was the Saviour of ſinners; was but a 
ſmall part of the work of an Apoſtle or Evangeliſt. Speak- 
ing to men as reaſonable creatures, they were required to 
= prove, by a connected view of the prophecies of the Old 
1 Teſtament, that Jeſus was the Meſſiah; and to refute every 
plauſible objection to that doctrine, which might be ſtarted. 
Farther, in Heathen countries, it was their duty, to point 
out the errors there entertained, in that manner which 
= might moſt effectually carry conviction to the mind. Nor 
0 i [ can any perſon be ignorant, that, in Judea and other lands, 
_ . = there were many Maſters of reaſon, who would have held 

[3 | up to ridicule every doctrine which was weakly ſupported. 
1 Did not Paul find it neceſſary to diſpute in the Jewiſh Syna- 
| gogues? Did he not daily diſcourſe, in an argumentative 
form, for more than two years, at Epheſus *? Did not 
the learned among the Heathen, challenge him to defend 
the doctrine which he advanced? -So. far, therefore, from 
every man being at firſt employed, to diſſeminate the plainer 
doctrines of the Goſpel, the perſons who were ſo employed, 
were the moſt eminent in the Chriſtian Church. Said 
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2 Acts xix. 8, 9. 
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Paul upon this ſubject, « IL. as a wiſe Mafter-builder have 
laid the foundation, and another buildecth thereon d.“ 
« God gave ,t Apoſtles, then Prophets, then Evange- 
liſts, and, laſt of all, Paſtors and Teachers.” What then 
is the part reſerved for Lay-Preachers ? It is afterwards 
deſcribed z but is of a more paſſive nature than that of the 


former, „ for the perfecting of the Saints, for the Fig 
of the body of Chriſt ©.” 


Trovcn the witneſſes of the ReſusreCtion were generally 
illiterate men, yet they received a proportionably higher de- 
gree of miraculous gifts. Their office being to atteſt that 
which they had ſeen and heard, uniformity and confiſtency 
of teſtimony were in them chiefly required. Notwithſtand- 
ing, by the diſcourſes of Jeſus, and the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, they ſeem to have acquired the moſt accurate and 
extenſive knowledge of Scriptural Doctrine. Farther, 
they had attained that degree of human learning, which 
enabled them to commit to writing the doctrine which they 
taught the Churches. With reſpect, however, to thoſe 


who preached the Goſpel at a diftance from the ſcene of 
our Lord's miracles, they were, as far as Scripture enables 


us to farm an opinion, men who, beſides extraordinary 
gifts, poſſeſſed much acquired information. Every one knows 


what was the character of Paul the great Apoſtle of the 


Gentiles. The Evangeliſts Timothy and Titus, feem, 


from the cautions which Paul gives them, to have been ca- 


pable of introducing into their diſcourſes, a variety of both 
Jewiſh and other Eaſtern Learning d. Barnabas was a Le- 
vite and man of, property from Cyprus; and we may infer 
that the ſame was the caſe with Mark his nephew ©. Silas, 
or Silvanus, who accompanied Paul as an Apoltle, was a 


Roman citizen f; a privilege which -could not be acquired 


b x Cor. iii. 10. © Eph. iv. T1, 12. d I Tim. vi. 20. Tit. il. 9. 


Adds iv. 36, 339. f Ada. 33 
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but by men of eminence s. Apollos was a learned Jew 


from Alexandria Eraſtus chamberlain of the city of Co- 
rinth—Soſthenes and Criſpus Rulers in the Synagogue 


Luke a Phyſician, Zenas a Lawyer, both learned profeſ- 


ſions. Such were the principal perſons whom we find 
employed as Apoſtles or Rvangeliſts in the whole Weſtern 
part of the Roman Empire. Though not many mighty or 
noble were called, it appears that thoſe of them who were 
called, were raiſed to the higheſt offices in the Chriſtian 
Church. But if a preference was then given to learning, 
how much more neceflary is it now, that extraordinary gifts 


are withdrawn, in thoſe who preach the Goſpel ? 


HirhRERTO our attention has been directed, chiefly, to 


thoſe who preached the Goſpel to the world at large. 


But we have alſo ſeen, that the Apoſtles ordained Paſtors 
over thoſe Churches which they planted. As God gave 
ſome to be Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, ſo he gave others to be 
Paſtors and Teachers. Though theſe might be called to diſſe- 
minate the knowledge of the Goſpel in the country adjacent 
to the city or place where they reſided, yet their labours 
were peculiarly due to the flock of which they had the over- 
ſight. Hence Paul ſaid to the Elders of the Church at 


8 Acts xxii. 28, h Acts xx. 28. | 
may add Clement, who has left Epiſtles to the Churches ſtill extant: 


| as well as Tertius and others, whom Paul employed as Amanuenſes in writ- 


ing to the Churches. The privilege of Roman citizen, was naturally de- 
fired by thoſe Jews, who reſided in foreign countries. By means of it they 
were protected againſt many inſults from the Heathen. In Judea it would be 
of leſs uſe to them. This gives us reaſon to think that Silas, whe firſt came 
from Jeruſalem to Antioch, was one of thoſe Grecians who had taken up 
their reſidence in the former city. The ſame were Paul as well as Barnabas 
and Mark, Lucius and others who are mentioned, Acts xiii. 1. Such too, 
It is likely, were Andronicus and Junius, kinſmen of Paul's, who were in 
Chriſt before him, Rom. xvi. 7,—Could Soſthenes bave pled his right of a 
Roman citizen, the Greeks durſt not have beat him uncondemned, and even 


Gallio would have found it neceſſary to care for ſuch things. 
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Epheſus, Take heed unto yourſelves and to all the flock, 
over the which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you overſeers, 


to feed the Church of God, which he hath purchaſed with 


his own blood k.“ — The manner in which thoſe men were 
ſet apart to their office, will determine an important point 
in Church Government, which deſerves here to be conſi- 
dered. h | 


THAT the power of Ordination reſided in the Miniſters 
of the Word, appears from the whole tenour of Scripture. 
There it is always ſpoken of as their act. They alone could 
judge, who were qualified farther to inſtruct their converts. 
Not only did Paul ordain Elders in every church which he 
planted, but he afterwards fent Evangeliſts for the ſame 
purpoſe. On finding certain diſciples at Epheſus, he con- 


| ferred on them Ordination; and we cannot doubt that theſe 


did, of courſe, become Paſtors to thoſe, in that city, who 
afterwards embraced the Goſpel 5. = 


In modern times, a diſtinction has been made betwixt 
Licenſe and Ordination; the former conferring a liberty to 


preach under certain reſtrictions, but inveſting with no of- 


fice as Ordination does. Accordingly, the office-bearers in 
the Church determine, in the firſt inſtance, who are quali- 
hed to be candidates for the Miniſtry, but leave to others 
the power of nominating them to particular charges: Only 
they reſerve to themſelves the power of examining, anew, 
the proficiency which they make in the ſtudy of the Goſpel, 


and the ſuitableneſs of their gifts to the Church to which 


they may be elected. Were this power duly exerciſed, it is 
evident that, as no evil could ariſe from the popular election 
of Miniſters, ſo the Law of Patronage would be little felt 
by any Chriſtian Society. The Miniſters of the Goſpel 


Acts X. 28. I Acts xix. 6. 
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might have it in their power, as far as human wiſdom can 


reach, to furniſh the Churches, under their NO —_ 
doors fu able on faithful Paſtors. 


As the above diſtinction was unknown to the Apoſtles, 
ſo it appears from what has been ſaid, that they reſerved to 


| themſelves the nomination. of Paſtors. The only ſhadow 


of proof which has been adduced for the contrary doctrine, 
conſiſts in the meaning affixed to a certain term once em- 
ployed by Luke, when ſpeaking of this ſubject. As Paul 
and Barnabas were faid to ordain elders to the diſciples in 
every Church i, it is alledged, that the term “ ordain” 
there employed ſignifies to appoint by the holding up of 
hands. But it is forgot, that this holding up of hands, or 
whatever it is, is mentioned as the act, not of a multitude, 
but of two individuals. It may be granted that the above is 
the meaning of the term, in Helleniſtic Greek, when ap- 
phed to a Society at large. Such, no doubt, was its mean- 
ing, as firſt uſed among the Republican States of Greece. 
But as words change their ſigniſication, when tranſported 
from one country to another, or when cuſtoms go into diſ- 
uſe which gave riſe to them, ſo other proof muſt be ſought, 
that ſuch is the import of “E , when applied to one 
or two individuals. Like e, which is alſo uſed with 
reſpect to this ſubject, k it then moſt naturally ſignifies 
ſimple appointment, and that by the perſot to whom the 


action is aſcribed. In this ſenſe it is applied to God, who 


could not be ſaid to ordain his Apoſtles by the vote of any 
Aſſembly i, Him (Jeſus) God raiſed up the third day and 
ſhewed him openly ; not to all the people, but to witneſſes 
choſen before of God 5 | ( po- eipoſ on- ,] even to us, who did 


cat and drink with him after he roſe from the dead.“ 


* 


Tr is very unnatural to think, that converts who had re- 


i Acts xiv, 23. k Tit. . 5. Adds x. 41. 


** 
1 


© S8 8 8 F 


A. 


„„ 
ceived from the Apoſtles nothing but the elementary parts of 


Chriſtianity, ſhould have been eſteemed able to judge, who 


were qualified to carry them forward in the knowledge of 
the Goſpel. As ſoon might the child who had learned the 
letters of the Alphabet, choofe a tutor to ſuperintend his 
education. 80 far from any thing like this taking place in 
the Chriſtian Church, we find that the Apoſtles gave only a 
limited authority, to thoſe whom they ordained to teach the 
people. They committed to them a form of ſound words, 
to which in their miniftrations they were required to ad- 
here. If they taught any thing contrary to this, they were 
exhorted to be ſound in the faith; but if they diſobeyed the 
admonition, their office was taken from them by the fame 


authority by which it was given. Even the gifts of tongues 


and of prophecy did not place any above the need of Apoſto- 
lic controul and admonition. 'Though in the Church which 
was at Rome there were men eminent among the Apoſ- 
tles ®, yet Paul declares his wiſh to impart to them ſome far- 


m Rom. xvi. 7. 


Both Timothy and Titus had authority from Paul to reprove, or alte» 
gether to ſilence thoſe who taught improper doctrine. 1 Tim. i. 3. 7. Tit. 
i. 11. and iii. 20.—Paul ſeems to intimate to the Hebrew Churches, that 
Teachers themſelves needed farther inſtruction in order fully to diſcharge 
the duties of their office; and he ſhews the danger of thoſe, who, partaking 
of the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, did not make progrefs in the knowledge of 
the Goſpel. This he conſiders as next to Apoſtaſy, Chap. v. f. and vi. 4, 6. 

The practice of the Apoſtles, in appointing Paſtors, was probably the 
following. When any pious Scribe, ſuch as Criſpus and Soſthenes at Co- 
rinth, embraced the Goſpel, they were, if willing to take it upon them, cal- 
led to the office of the Chriſtian Miniſtry.— Nearly on a par with them, 
would be reckoned any devout Greek, who was acquainted with the ſacred 
writings. Such were Timothy, Titus, Jaſon, and others.—Next in order 
were many learned Heathen, ſuch as Dionyſius the Areopagite, who made 
proficiency in the knowledge of the Goſpel. At the ſame time, it may be 
looked upon as certain, that none, whatever their mental qualifications were, 
received a ſhare in the work of the Miniſtry, of whoſe unfeigned zeal the 

Apoltles were not convinced, or who were not well reported of by the * 


among whom my were to miniſter. 


12 
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ther ſpiritual gift, that they might be eſtabliſhed. He, in- 
deed, apologizes for the Epiſtle which he writes to them : 
But his meaning can only be, that he did not queſtion the 
abilities of thoſe who already laboured in doctrine among 
them. « And I myſelf alſo am perſuaded of you, my 
brethren, that ye alſo are full of goodnefs, filled with all 
knowledge, able alſo to admoniſh one another. Never- 
theleſs, brethren, I have written the more boldly unto you 
in ſome ſort, as putting you in mind, becauſe of the grace 
that is given to me of God, that I ſhould ve the Mintſter 
of Jeſus Chriſt unto the Gentiles u.“ 


Bur though the power of Ordination belongs, not to any 
Community at large, but to Miniſters of the Goſpel, yet 
that power theſe ought always to exerciſe for the good of 
the people. God has given them authority, not for deſtruc- 
tion, but for edification. They ſhould never act as lords 


over God's heritage; but endeavour to find out faithful 


men able to teach others alſo, to whom they may commit 


* the office which they themſelves have received 9. Did any 


"Ilan not wait on his Miniſtry, or teach doctrines contrary 
to the firſt principles of Chriſtianity, the people certainly 
would be juſtified, in withdrawing from his Miniſtrations. 
In that caſe, they ought to ſubmit to other paſtors, whom 
they find ſet apart to their office according to the rule which 
Chriſt has given. If they either withdraw without ſufhcient 
reaſon, or follow any novel unſcriptural plan of their own, 
their ſeceſhon can be no other than ſchiſm; and may be 
viewed as proceeding from that ſpirit of diſorder, which is 
likely to produce conſequences, fatal to the apts of the 


Church, and of Society at large. - 


Trar many public 8 have abuſed their authority, 
is 2 lamentable truth, of which we have the fulleſt docu- 


® Rom. xv. 14, — 16. 0 2 Tim. ii. 2. 
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ments. The Seripture itſelf had foretold it. Said Paul 


to the Elders of Epheſus, « Of yourſelves ſhall men ariſe 
ſpeaking perverſe things, to draw diſciples after them k.“ 
The ſame Apoſtle, however, gives us to underſtand, that 
another extreme 1s equally to be dreaded, on the part of 
the people ; when become incapable of controul, (they ſhall 
not endure ſound doctrine, but ſhall heap. up to themſelves 
Teachers, having itching ears) a. But whether they will 


hear, or whether they will forbear, it becomes thoſe en- 


truſted with the Miniſtry of Reconciliation, to ſpeak the 
things which become ſound doctrine; to refute error, and to 
inculcate truth and duty, with all authority. In an age, 
eſpecially, of licentiouſneſs and innovation, they ſhould not 
for a moment yield to thoſe, who would ſow diſſenſion and 
diviſion among them. Deceivers will often aſſume an ap- 
pearance of uncommon ſanctity; and will thereby either 
intrude into the Church, or otherwiſe impoſe upon the 
ſimple. But ſurely we run the leaſt riſk of being deceived, 
and can never in the end miſcarry, while we obſerve that 
order which Chriſt himſelf has appointed. 


*Y 


* 


SECTION VIII. 


Continuation of the ſame Subjet—Diverſ ty of BEBE offices 


b rang in the Church. 


Far very 1 25 of a Stated Miniſtry, whoſe gifts have 
been approved by other Teachers, and who by them have 
been ſolemnly ſet apart to their office, ſuppoſes that others 
are not of their own accord to enter upon the diſcharge of 
the duties, which have been committed to the former. 
This is a point ſo obvious, that it ſeems to baffle illuſtration. 


p Acts xx. 30. 4 2 Tim. iv. 3. 


Were every man who thinks himſelf effectually called by 
the grace of God, or who may be eſteemed ſo by others, 
permitted publicly to expound Scripture, which is the moſt 
important part of Miniſterial work, then it is evident that 


Ordination, by the laying on of the hands of a Preſbytery, 


and by ſolemn prayer, 1s entirely a matter of indifference. 
But if a matter of indifference, it follows that it is no inſti- 
tution of Chriſt ; for his diſciples ought to obſerve all things 
which he has commanded. Again, if it be not an inſtitu- 
tion of Chriſt, the obſervance of it muſt be diſpleaſing to 
him; and muſt be calculated to confine the public exerciſe 
of gifts, within much narrower limits than He intended. 


ACccoRDINGLY, this very complaint we find inſtituted by 
the Patrons of Lay-Preaching againſt the former practice of 
the Church. They allow every Chriſtian to take upon him 
the office of an Itinerant; and theſe Itinerants they conſider 
eligible as Paſtors by any Congregation. They therefore 
admit ſomething like a ſtanding Miniftry. At the ſame time, 
they view the whole Congregation as prie/ts to God, in that 
ſenſe which may authorize them publicly to aſſiſt their Paſ- 
tor in his work; that a/ may ſpeak, and that a/l may be e- 
dified. * 


THarT every man may, in his ordinary intercourſe with 
Society, occaſionally, adminiſter advice and plainer inſtruc- 
tion to his neighbour, is what no ſenſible Advocate for a 
Regular Miniſtry will be diſpoſed to deny. On the contra- 
ry, they will urge it as their duty. Chriſtians ought to teach 
and admoniſh one another in pſalms and hymns. They ſhould 
ſpeak of the word of God in the houſe and by the way. Nay ; 
even women who are not permitted to teach in public, nor 


* Miffionary bene Vol. II. pages 319, 320. and Vol. III. page 78, 


See alſo page 159. 
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even in private, in preſence of air huſbands a, are com- 
manded to be Teachers of good things. They ought to 


teach thoſe of their own ſex who are younger than them - 


ſelves, and to inſtruct their children in the plainer truths of 
the Goſpel, as far as they themſelves do clearly underſtand 
them b. But is there any perſon who does not perceive, 
that ſuch offices are very different from that public and more 


N enlarged exerciſe of gifts, which is appointed for the ediſi · 


cation of any Chriſtian Society, or of mankind in general? 
Though the Apoſtles exhorted all to teach and admoniſn 
one another, yet when ſpeaking of a public office, they ſay, 
« Are all Prophets? Are all Teachers ©?” and again, My 


| brethren, be not many Teachers.“ „ The things which 


thou haſt heard of me among many witneſſes, the ſame 
commit thou to faithful men, who ſhall be able to teach 
others alſo 9.” 


War puts this point beyond all diſputation is, that even 


a 1 Tim. i. 12. d Tit. ii. 3,4 1 Cor. xi. 29. 4 2 Tim. ii. a 


* Theſe words of Scripture, are in our Verſion rendered, © Be not many 
Maſters,” James iii. x. But they can have no other meaning than that which 
I have given above, Be not many teachers. The words are a caution to 
both thoſe who aſpire after the office of a Public Teacher, and thoſe who 
have power to ordain to it. I may remark, that in Old Engliſh the term 
Maſter did properly ſignify a Teacher; and that ſuch is its meaning in many 
parts of the New Teſtament. The ſame meaning it ſeems ſometimes to have 
at this day ; as Maſter of Arts, a perſon found qualificd to teach the Arts 
and Sciences. In Scotland, the term ſeems long to have been peculiarly ap- 
plied to a Miniſter of the Goſpel : So that when prefixed to any name, it was 


another appellation for the Miniſter of a Pariſh. It was, however, expreſ- 


five not of compliment, but of official character. When, therefore, in cer- 
tain papers publiſhed with our Confeſſion of Faith, the Moderator of an Aſ- 
ſembly deſigns himſelf, Mr. Th. Henderſon,” it implies no more vanity 
than the Subſcription of the Clerk of the Scotch Parliament, A. Gibſon, 
Cler. Regiſtri. It was when the term Maſter had loſt ſome of its primary 
import, that the Diploma of an Univerſity came, in the courteſy of the 
country, but contrary to the deſign of the Church, to confer a higher title 
than the erdination of a is | 


a 
3 


rr 
* r 1 


2 . 
* e ao» . 
th es ce a 


w_ 


4 
4 
1 
1 
* 
0 
4 1 
x 1 
1 
5 
4 
11-4 

4.74 
k al 
1 
1 4 

Ix : 
+. 
+ 4. 
1 
J 

i 7 
1 

5 WT; 
* 4 
4:28 
1 75 
1 
27 
IN. 

«2 50 

pes 

. i 
# 

3 5 9 
2 
7 
+444 
il 
2 43 
F 4g 
To. 
4M 
oy 
3 4 

” '© 

* 

q x 
13 
9 
177 
8 
BS : 

1 a of 
- 
4 4 
1 
. 1 

: : 

Wer 1 
nm 
7 
of 

= 
= 

Rn. 

4,49 
N 
I 
N 
W 

12 

C& 7 

{ q 
*. 

; # 

* 

i 
8 7 

{] 
"7 

'4 
Fed 
* 
* 

ww. 
SE. 

Y 

Hl 
=Y 
4a 

% 
* 1 

75 

2 
5 
1 
” 

8 
1 

1 * 

- 

id 

* 7 

14 
* 

78 

5355 

1 

2 

11 

23 
* 

„„ 
ral 

4 

3 


* 5 
r 


* 
. 
4 
9 
9 
* 
HE 
4 
a 
, 
1 
p 
4. 
8+, 
* 
3 
g 
o Y 
ad ET 
« 3 
* * 
[ ; 
7 
oy. . 
- 2 q 
: * 


2 2 & I LY 
e . EN * . 
w 4 3 e ** Le 


Ow r 
n D SPE PD. Ids 3 
4 OI ER * 2 FA] 1 9 ; 
23 rr N q a 
2 5 £ IE a I 
* . 4 
4 


hw 
*d® do — 


r 4 4 2 


- CCR IE II r 2. 


r 
Py 
IR bb 4 

bo. Es 


1 
2 3 
— — nd 


* 
— 


——— «— 


— — 


* F A + > r 
ung 3 E 
— 1 FE ; * FU gar 2 
OY ST * "I 3 p 


CEE * 
8 «1 = N I _ » 


— — CG 


13 
$52 
"ba 
i 
$41 *4 
40 

| 

Fa 
5 


4 
1 

% 

9 

7 
JN 
11 
, 
bs 16 
5 
Sb 
119 
8 
VA 
"©," 
2 
Te 

7 
+ 

þ 
IH 


= 


=_ 
- 24 — 
Pr CIR — 
1 7 1 
„ eee 
SY 1 — 

— Nr 
* 8 D — 

ST 4 N 

— 8 ——— — 


£ h — 
F ˙² A EY 
£ = 
if 6 ww FR 


88 


_—_— Pn 
— WE 
„ T0 


__ 
5 2 
* 
1 * — 
. 
Az Sh 
ns Tg EOS 9 1 [4 > F 
* * bona i 2 3 n is 2 
. 123 N 1 pu" 


60 


fome who held a public office in the Church, were not there- 
by authorized or ſuppoſed qualified to teach in the Chriſtian 
Aſſemblies. He who miniſtered was required to wait on 
his miniſtering ©; as well as he who taught on teaching. 


In the earlier Epiſtles of Paul, we find mentioned a va- 
riety of perſons, poſſeſſing extraordinary gifts, who were 
employed as Paſtors of a particular Church. So much was 
this the caſe at Corinth, that the variety of their gifts occa- 
ſioned an improper emulation, in thoſe who poſſeſſed them. 
Every one had a pſalm, had a doctrine, had a tongue, had a 
revelation, had an interpretation.— The Apoſtle Paul ſhews 
that all theſe gifts were uſeful, and ought to be employed for 
the good of the Chriſtian Society at large; and that thoſe 
who poſſeſſed the lower ought to aſpire at the higher, „ I 
would that ye all ſpake with tongues, but rather that ye 


propheſied: for greater is he who propheſieth than he who 


ſpeaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the Church 
may receive edifying*.” The ſuppoſed neceſſity of interpreta- 
tion, in the caſe of all ſpeaking with tongues, ſhews that 
the Apoſtle has here in view, not the whole Society, but 
its Office-bearers, already poſſeſſing a portion of extraordi- 


nary gifts. 


WII E ſo many Miniſters, of the word officiated in one 
Society, we may believe, that different parts of the Service 
would be aſſigned them. To one was given the word of 
wiſdom, to another the word of knowledge. The one pro- 
bably conſiſted in that, I may fay, inſpired interpretation 
of Scripture, 'which was competent for Apoſtles and Pro- 
phets; and in that cloſe application of it to the hearts of 
men, which might convince them, that God was in the 
ſpeaker of a truth s. The other in that leſs impreſlive de- 

n. k x Cor. wv; 26. 1 Cor. xiv. 24, 25. 


* = * 


* 


5 


lineation of truth, which was acquired in the uſe of means, 
and was competent for more ordinary Teachers. With 
reſpect to thoſe who poſſeſſed the latter gift, ſome ſeem to 
have been endued with the gift of tongues, others not. 
Nay; it appears that ſome could ſpeak in one unknown 
tongue, for the ſake of ſome ſtrangers who were preſent, 
but could not interpret what he ſaid in another, for the 
ſake of others. It ſeems to be of theſe the Apoſtle ſays, 
« If any man ſpeak (that is, « whoſoever ſpeaks) in an un- 


known tongue, let it be by two, or at the moſt by three, 


and that by courſe; and let one interpret. But if there be 
no interpreter, let him keep ſilence in the Church; and let 


him ſpeak to himſelf and to God.“ Such was the part of 


ſome who had only the word of knowledge. The Apoſtle 
ſubjoins with reſpect to thoſe, who, whether they had the 
gift of tongues or not, were poſſeſſed of higher inſpired gifts, 


When Paul, in his Epiſtle to the Epheſians, iv. rt. ſpeaks of Paſtors 
and Teachers, perhaps he meant to ſtate the ſame diſtinction which ſubſiſt- 
ed between Prophet and Teacher in his Epiſtle to the Corinthians; the 
Prophet being a more diſtinguiſhed Teacher, and therefore ſtyled Paſtor by 
way of eminence. They were not different offices, but different degrees of 


| the ſame office. Both might come up to the deſcription of the character of 


a Biſhop, which, Paul afterwards gives: and when the one failed, the other 
would ſucceed. in the diſcharge of the higher parts of miniſterial work. Let 


it not be objected, that in Epheſ. iv. 11. Prophets are mentioned as diſtin& from 


both Paffort and Teachers. There the term Prophet has obviouſly a different 
meaning from what it has x Cor, xiv. In the one it ſignifies an inferior A- 
poſtle, or ſuperior Evangeliſt, as Silas and Judas, Acts xv. 32; in the other, 
a more eminent Paſtor attached to a particular Congregation. 

But whether Paul meant a diſtinction to ſubſiſt between Paſtor and 
Teacher, it is perfectly agreeable to the tenour of Scripture to entruſt to men a 
portion of miniſterial work, who may not be qualified for the full diſcharge 
of the Paſtoral office. In the Apoſtolic Churches, the. Teachers as well as 
the taught, ever needed new inſtruction from Apoſtles or Evangeliſts. The 


Scotch idea, therefore, of a Doctor or Catechiſt, is what the circumſtances of 


times may render neceſſary, Only the inferior office ought to be ſubject to 
the ſame juriſdiction as the higher ; and ought only the more carefully to be 
inſpected, that its powers are contracted. 
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= c Let the Prophets ſpeak two or three, and let the others 
w (other prophets) judge. If any thing be revealed to another 
(prophet) that ſitteth by, let the firſt hold his peace. 

= For ye may all propheſy (who are prophets) one by ones 
Ws = that all may learn, and all may be comforted.“ 


3 Tavs it appears there were two kinds of Paſtors, who 


_ officiated in the Church at Corinth, denominated by Paul 
\ Teachers and Prophets. The latter are ſaid to ſpeak, that 
3 all * be comforted. 


- Every juſt and full delineation of Evangelical truth, has 
a tendency to comfort the mind, and to direct the practice. 
But thoſe who explained the higher myſteries of faith, and 
who ſeem to have concluded the ſervice in the Chriſtian 
Church, more. immediately adapt their diſcourſes to thoſe 
purpoſes. In another part of his writings, however, Paul 
mentions this as ſomething diſtin from the mere exerciſe 
of Prophecy; from which it appears that even ſome who 
propheſied, left a part of ſervice to one who ſucceeded them. 
Having then gifts, differing according to the grace that 
is given to us, whether prophecy, let us propheſy accord- 
ing to the tenour of the Faith—he who teacheth, let him wait 
on his teaching; or he who exhorteth on exhortation *. 


Tux term rendered exhort,” ſignifies either to exhort or 
to comfort. Sometimes, perhaps, to remind, or to ſuggeſt 
inferences, reſulting from known truth, to which we had 
not attended. Accordingly, i in ſome parts of the New Teſ- 
tament, it has a meaning much ſuperior to that of giving 
advice to our neighbour. It ſeems to denote the higheſt 
part of miniſterial duty. It was the part of him, who, leav- 
ing the firſt principles of the Oracles of God, led forward 
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his hearers to perfection · ¶ Hence to exhort by ſound dofrin 
is mentioned as the complete duty of a Paſtor or mie 
far as reſpects the edification of his people *. 


Iris probable, that mis 5 term had l an appropriated 
meaning, above its ordinary one, in the Jewiſh Synagogue, 
and that thence it was transferred into the Chriſtian Church. 
Agreeably to this, we find that, after the reading of the 
Law and Prophets, in a certain Synagogue, the Rulers re- 
queſted Paul and Barnabas, who had taken their feats a- 
mong the Doctors, to give a ( word (or diſcourſe) of Ex- 
hortation b.“ It is not to be thought, but this was eſteemed 
the more honourable part of the Service, which, in token of 
reſpect, was put upon thoſe learned ſtrangers. Theſe there- 
fore would be expected to give the people any farther inſtruc- 
tion which they thought neceſſary, or to recal to their minds 
what they had heard, with additional illuſtration. Many, 
perhaps, will be inclined to think that it is in alluſion to 
this the Holy Spirit is ſtyled by our Saviour, “The Com- 


forter,” or, if I may uſe the expreſſion, Perfecting Inſtruc- | 


tor. Jeſus had taught his diſciples the elementary parts of 
doctrine ; but it was the office of that Divine Agent to fi- 
niſh their education for the Miniſtry, or to apply the truths 


which had been taught them, for their own edification and 
comfort. Certain it is, that the deſcription which is given 


of the character of the Holy Spirit as a Comforter, does 


not ſo immediately relate to comfort, as to the perfect iliu- 


mination of the mind. Said Chriſt to his diſciples hom 


* 
53 


d Acts xiii. 15. 


' 5 N * 


: * Theſe words we find, Tit. 1. 9. They are 8 e in our 


Verſion, that he may be ahle by found doctrine, both to exhort and to 


convince the gainſayers. The words in their natural order run, “ that he 


may be able both to exhort by ſound Doctrine, and to convince the gain- 
ſayers. The firſt member of the ſentence refers to the edification of Chriſ- 


tians, the ſecond to the filencing of their enemies. The ſame n to be 
the 6 Acts xv. 32. 3 1 4 
I 2 
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he promiſed not to leave without a guide, „The Comforter, 
he ſhall teach you all things, and bring all things to your re- 
membrance whatſoever I have ſaid unto you ;“ and again, 
« When the Comforter is come, even the Spirit of truth, 
which proceedeth from the Father, he ſhall ze/ify- of me 4. 
He will convince the world of ſin, and of righteouſ- 
neſs, and of judgment.“ And again, „I have yet many 
things to ſay unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 
Howbeit, when he the Spirit of truth is come, he will 
guide you into / truth: for he ſnall not [ſpeak of himſelf; 
but whatſoever he ſhall hear, that ſhall he WO and me 
will few you things to come f.“ 


From what has been ſaid, we may learn, what were the 


offices of the Paſtors in the Apoſtolic Churches, as Teacher 


Prophet, and Exhorter. The firſt explained the firſt prin- 
ciples of doctrine; the ſecond: the higher myſteries of faith; 
while: the third, being the more eminent Prophet, recapitu- 
lated the ſum of what had been ſaid, ſupplied what was de- 
ficient in the illuſtration, and preſſed home the truth, in its 
practical influence, upon the mind. How important 


John xiv. 26. d John xv. 26. John xvi. 8. f John xvi. 12, 13. 


* The Chriſtian Miniſtry was, no doubt, ſuperior to the Jewiſh, and the 
inſtruction committed to the former, might be ſtyled exhortatior, in the 
'Fenſe which has been affixed to that term, when compared with that which 
was given by the latter. This may explain the words of Paul to the He- 
brews, x. 25. Not forſaking the aſſembling of yourſelves together, but 
exborting,”—as the words elliptically ſtand. The words © aſſembling,” in the 
original language, is not owny@yn, but ixiowaywyy, as it were, an additional 
mecting as a Synagogue or Congregation. As the Hebrews met with their 
- countrymen for :Jewiſh, worſhip, ſo they were required, in addition to that, 
to mect for Chriſtian edification. The Apoſtle therefore exhorts them not 
0 leave off this afſembling of themſelves, becauſe they had previouſly met in 
the Jewiſh Synagogue ; but on the contrary, to adminifier that more perfett 


-#*ftruGion which the Goſpel enabled them. Hoe mentions the duty of Paſtors, 


' fuppoſing chat it was in conſequence of their neglect, the people were defi- 
oient in theirs, The former, indeed, would be under ſtrong temptations to 


muſt the work of the Miniſtry have appeared to God, when 
he raiſed up ſo many men, of diverſified gifts, for the edi- 
fication and eſtabliſhment of thoſe who had embraced the 
Goſpel! How pernicious muſt any ſyſtem be, which has 
the molt remote tendency to diminith the influence of that 


ſatisfy themſelves with the public worſhip of the Synagogue, and then to 
confine to their own families the-duties peculiar to them as Chriſtians. Any 
Scribe or man of eminence, who embraced the Goſpel, was marked and per- 
ſecuted by his countrymen, John vii. 48—The Apoſtle Peter writing to the 
ſame perſons. as Paul now does, beſeeches the Elders cheerfully to zale upon 
them the overſight of the flock. 1 Pet. v. I, 2. | 
It is remarkable that Paul ſtyles his Epiſtle to the Hebrews a word, or 
diſcourſe of Exhortation, xiii. 22. Not being an Apoſtle to them, he ap- 
pears only as a more eminent Paſtor, who addreſſes them on thoſe points 
which concerned their common ſalvation. He propoſes no new point of 
doctrine, nor puts order to any thing which was wanting in the conſtitution 
of their Churches. But he more fully illuſtrates, and preſſes home upon the 


mind, thoſe truths which they already believed. His deſign might be ſo far 


to diminiſh their reverence for the ceremonial la; but his more apparent 
object is, to point out the excellence of the Goſpel. In the courſe of this 
Sermon, indeed, or, if you will, Paſtoral Admonition, he ſtops to explain 


ſome firſt principles; but this he does in the right of a Teacher, not under the 


profeſſed authority of an Apoſtle or Evangeliſt. When ſpeaking of Melchi- 
zedec's prieſthood as a pattern of our Lord's, he ſays, Chap. v. 11,12. © Of 
whom we have many things to ſay, and hard to be explained, (Jvorpwmeoro;) 
ſeeing ye are dull of hearing. Fer when for the time ye ought to be 
Teachers,” that is, when your on Teachers ſhould poſſeſs every qualifica- 
tion ſuited to that character, and be able themſelves to explain every difh- 


cult point of doctrine, and when even parents ſhould be able, in a more fami- 


liar manner, to explain them to their children, © ye have need that one teach 
which be the firſt principles of the Qracles of God.” 

1 do not doubt, that Paul, when occaſionally . viſiting ſome Hebrew 
Church, pronounced to them that diſcourſe, and that, afterwards, for the 
ſake of others, he committed it to writing. Some expreſſions are better 


ſuited to a Speaker, than to a Writer, © For the time would fail me to tell, 


'&c.” Indeed the general ſtyle of the firſt twelve chapters, which form a kind 

of whole, rather reſembles that of one addreſſing an Aſſembly, than that 
of one more coolly writing in his cloſet. —The reader may conſider, what an 

effect, even in point of eloquence, ſuch a diſcourſe would produce, as falling 

from the lips of the Apoſtle Paul! See Chap. v. 11. ix. 5. and xi. 32. 
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Miniſtry, as a Divine e or to render it unneceſ- 
_— im _ view of mankind ! 


Bor though ſuch was the diverſity of gifts in the Churches, 
as planted by the Apoſtles, yet we learn from the later 


Epiſtles of Paul, what thoſe adminiſtrations or offices were, 


which are to continue. They are thoſe of Biſhop and Dea- 
con. Thus the Epiſtle to the Philippians is directed to the 
« Saints at Philippi, with the Biſhops and Deacons.” 


Tux term Deacon properly means, an honorary Servant 
or Miniſter, who manages a truft for the behoof of others. 
In this fenſe it is applied, even to the higheſt office-bearers 
in the Chriſtian Church. But as here diſtinguiſhed from 


 Bifhop or Overſeer, it ſeems to denote an inferior Miniſter, 


over whom the former, perhaps, had an overſight. A diſtinc- 
tion ſubſiſts between them. What that diſtinction is, will 
not be ſo properly underſtood from the names themſelves, as 
from the particular deſeription of the characters which the 
Apoſtle has * . | 


« Ir a than defre the office of a Biſhop, he defireth a 
good work. A Biſhop then muſt be blameleſs, the huſband 
of one wife, given to hoſpitality, apt to. teach—one who 
ruleth well his own houſe, having his children in ſubjection 


with all gravity: For if a man know not how to rule his 


own houſe, how ſhall he take care of the church of God.” 
Not a novice, leſt being lifted up with pride he fall into 
the condemnation of the devil. Moreover, he muſt have a 


good report of them who are without, leſt he fall into re- 


proach and the condemnation of the devil. Likewiſe muſt 
the Deacons be grave, not double-tongued, not given to 


b 1 Tim, iü. 1—13. N 
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67 
ef- much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre: Holding. the 
15 myſtery of the faith in a pure conſcience. And let theſe 
alſo firſt be proved; then let them uſe the office of a Dea- 
con, being found blameleſs Let the Deacons be the huſ- 
bands of one wife, ruling their children and their own 


es, houſes well. For they who have uſed: the office of a 9 
ter Deacon well, purchaſe to themſelves a good degree, and L 
re, great boldneſs in the Faith which i is in Chriſt Naa 3 
2 1 
il Haan h zd l eas bil the care of the Church is 1 
| peculiarly aſcribed to him ho is ſtyled a Biſhop, ſo to him 4 
only is ſaid to belong the office of public teaching. He 4 
ant muſt be apt (or able) 20 teach.” But for the perſon ſtyled l 
= Deacon, it is enough, that he hold the faith in a pure con- = 
ers ſcience. Thus the object of the Apoſtles was not to find 3 
Um perſons, who might amuſe their hearers, but who had know- 7 
er, ledge ſufficient diſtinctly to ſtate, and duly to apply the 
no- doctrines of the Goſpel: But if ab:/ity to teach be mention- 
vill ed as a qualification of the higher Miniſter in the Church, 
as as diſtinguiſhed from the lower, the reader may judge whe- 
1 ther the whole ae were RI qualified to oY | 0 
one another. | 
ha MO _ Wrunmmnthis ability to teach did conſiſt, we learn from 
8) | another of Pauls Epiſtles. © A Biſhop muſt be one who 
0 | Holds faſt + (in oppoſition to adverſaries) the faithful word 
ion in his doctrine, that he may be able both to exhort by 
his ſound doctrine, and to convince the gainſayers e. Such is 
d.. the high character which he ought to poſſeſs, who is inveſted 
into with the office of a Biſhop or Paſtor in any Chriſtian Society. 
re a He muſt be able not only to propound the truth for the edifi- 
re- cation of his hearers, but to refute every error or objection 
auſt that might be ſtarted. Set up for the defence of the goſpel, 
to | Th | : 
| © 'Tit. i. 9. 


ix f ayluxorla. 
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he ſhould be able not only to feed his people with the pure: 
milk of the word, but to vindicate the cauſe of Chriſt againſt 


every adverſary. As he ſhould: be well acquainted with the 
doctrines and evidences of Chriſtianity, before he be inveſt- 
ed with ſuch an office, ſo afterwards he ſhould give himſelf 


wholly to his work. Said Paul to Timothy, « Negle& not 
the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, 


with the laying on of the hands of the Preſbytery. Meditate 
upon theſe things, give thyſelf wholly to them, that thy pro- 
fiting may appear unto all k. The Servant of the Lord muſt 
not ſtrive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient. 
In meekneſs inſtructing thoſe who oppoſe themſelves, if God 
peradventure will give them W N to the n. 
n the truth l. | 


Ir . from the words of Paul, that the go- 
vernment of the Church was entruſted to thoſe who ſuſ- 
tained the name of Biſhop. Accordingly, they are ſtyled 
not only Paſtors, Overſeers, and Teachers, but Z/ders; a 
name which almoſt folely refers to Government. We may 
therefore believe, that they not only expounded Scripture 


and adminiſtered the Sacraments, but reproved vice, and de- 
termined every thing neceſſary for the good order of the 


Church, according to the rule which the Apoſtles had given. 
This ſeems effic:ally to have belonged to them. When Paul 
had called to him the Elders of Epheſus, he exhorted them 
to feed the Church of God, and to take heed to all the flock 
over which the Holy Ghoſt had made them Overſeers. —In 


the ſame manner he exhorts the people, Remember them 


who have the rule over you, who have ſpoken to you the 
word of God. Obey them who have the rule over you, and 

ſubmit yourſelves; for they watch for your ſouls, as they 
who muſt give an account!.“ To the ſame purport are the 
words of Peter, “The Elders who are among you, I exhort, 


i x Tim. iy. 14-16, k 2 Tim. ii. 24, 23. 1 Heb. xii. 7. & 17 


*. 1 1 
e * 
5 „ e 


who am alſo an Elder: Feed the flock of God which is 
among you, taking the overſight thereof, not by conſtraint, 
but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind: 

Neither as being lords over God's TO but being en- 
| — to the flock m. 


WIar were the duties aſſigned to the Deacons or other 
public Miniſters of the Church, is, perhaps, more difficult 
to determine, than may at firſt fight appear. The term may 
ſometimes be applied to perſons, who, without any office, 
did acts of kindneſs to the ſaints. But as mentioned by Paul 
in his Epiſtle to Timothy, it obviouſly denotes a perſon ſuſ- 
taining a public office or truſt: for men muſt be approved * 
before they be entruſted with it. It is not faid, however, 


whether they were Miniſters of charity, whom ve call 


Deacons, or entruſted with any other part of public work. 
Did we judge from analogy, we might ſuppoſe that they ſuſ- 
tained nearly the ſame relation to the Paſtors or Biſhops, 
which ſome inferior Miniſters whom the Apoſtles carried 
with them ſuſtained to them. If ſo, it may be thought, 
that although they did not teach in public, they might not 
only be employed more privately, in catechiſing the young 
and ignorant, but might aſſiſt the Paſtors in inſpecting the 
morals of the flock, and in adminiſtering the Sacraments. 


IT is probable that our Tranſlators of the Bible, who were 
Epiſcopalians in principle, confidered the Deacons as corre- 
ſponding to an order in the Engliſh Church, bearing that 
name, who were ultimately intended for the miniſtry of 
the word. That ſuch might be the caſe with ſome of 
them, I ſee no reaſon to deny. Nothing was more natural 


than that men who wiſhed to ſerve the Church, in a higher 
capacity, ſhould firſt ſerve her in a lower. Some may con- 


ſider this as implied in the words of Paul, “ that they who 
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uſe the office of a Deacon well purchaſe to themſelves a good 
degree; by which may be meant a ſtep to a higher office. 
In that age of ſimplicity. and purity, it might be ſuppoſed 
that ſeyeral perſons would be led by zeal, to dedicate them- 
ſelves to the particular ſtudy of the Scriptures; and that, in 
the mean time, while they regularly waited on the inſtruc- 
tions of the Paſtors, they were willing to promote the good 
of the Chriſtian Community, in any capacity which it was 
competent for them to afſume. However it was, they were 
required to wait on their miniſtering, as much as the Paſtor 
was on his teaching. Their work is diſtinguiſhed from public 
ſpeaking in every form. Both offices Peter ſeems to have in 
view when he ſays, „Let every man, as he hath received 
iy gift, miniſter the ſame one to another, as good ſtewards 

of the manifold grace of God. Whoſoever ſpeaks, let him 
ſpeak as the oracles of God. Whoſoever min: ene, let him 
miniſter as of the ability which God giveth *.” 


| 3 the Government of the Church, is peculiarly aſcrib- 
ed to thoſe who ſpeak the word, is abundantly obvious. The 
reaſon for which it may be ſo, perhaps, is, that Government 
did. chiefly conſiſt in public reproof and admonition, which 
we find it was competent for the Paſtor only to give; and 
that they only poſſeſſed the power of ordination. But though 


the name Elder be given, by way of eminence, to the latter, 


it ſeems alſo to have been extended to other Miniſters. « The 


Elders who rule well,” ſays Paul, « count worthy of double 


honour, cia they who labour in word and doctrine o.“ 


3 Pet. iv. 10, IT, 0” x Tini. v, 17. 


. Theſe words are in our verſion rendered, As every n man has e the 


gift: ” From which the friends of Lay-Preaching infer that all taught or exhort- 
ed in the Chriſtian aſſemblies. But the words naturally run, © Let every man, 
as he hath receĩved the gift, &c.” The latter clauſe reſtricts. the meaning 


—— 5 


frequently ſignifies intact . Siber wee eg or mende ans 


tried, with a view to the diſcharge of a public Mee. In this ſenſe. it is uſed 
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Indeed, the very power of adminiſtering public charity, ſup- 
poſes a certain right of governing. The perſons who did 
ſo, were required to judge of the characters and circumſtan- 
ces of thoſe; who received the money of the Church, and no 
doubt to adminiſter to them ſuitable advice, NE e the 
ſobriety of their behaviour. 5 . 


How much ability and information were requited in him, 
whoſe office it was to expound Scripture, and apply it by 
reproof or admonition to men, muſt appear from what has 
been already ſaid. It has alſo been ſhewn, that they could be 
ordained to their office by none but Miniſters of the word. 


by Paul, when he ſays to Timothy, © Neglect not the gift that is in thee, 
which was given thee through prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of 
the Preſbytery,” 1 Tim. iv. 14. © Stir up the gift of God, which is in thee, 
through the laying on of my hands,” 2 Tim. I. 6: The word Grace has ſome- 
times the ſame meaning, I according to the grace given me, as a wiſe 
Maſter-builder, have laid the foundation, 1 Cor. iii. 10. © I have written to 
you the more boldly, as putting you in remembrance, through the grace given 
to me of God, that I ſhould 8 the Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt to the Gentiles,” 
Rom. xv. 15, 16. 

Much ſtreſs has farther been laid on the words rendered in our 1 
If any man ſpeak.” From this the Patrons of Lay-Preaching alſo infer, 
that all who chooſe may ſpeak in public. Upon the ſame principle they 
ſhould aſſert, that all who choo/e may take upon them the diftribution and 
management of the public money of the Church: for it is alſo ſaid, * If any 
man miniſter.” But by the ſtteſs which theſe gentlemen lay on the word 
any, as connected with the inſignificant particle © If,” they make the A- 
poſtle teach a very different doctrine from what they perhaps intend. Inſtead 
of making him ſay that al! would ſpeak, they make him expreſs a doubt 
whether any would ſpeak, and infinuate, that the firſt Chriſtians, like the 
Quakers,” in modern times, might ſoinetimes have ſilent aſſemblies, Extremes, 
it is ſaid, ſometimes mect. | here is often a very cloſe co-incidence, in point 
of time, between much clameur and profound ſilence.— There are many forms 
of expreſſion, which are underſtood in one language, but which become ob- 
ſeure when verbally rendered into another. The. Apoſtle's meaning obviouſly 
1% Whoſoever ſpeaks, &c. Whofocver miniſters; &c.“ that is, ſtatedly, in 
confequence of having received the _— with which thoſe ſervices are con- 
nete, 8 ie an 92 9 
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If therefore teaching, in a more limited form, was commit- 
ted to any, it muſt have been in ſubordination to the ſame au- 
thority. Accordingly, though the Church of Scotland admits 
of a Teacher, inferior to a Paſtor, ſuch as Schoolmaſter 


or Catechiſt, yet ſhe has from the beginning put the trial of 
their gifts under the authority of her Preſbyteries. Their 
office has been to teach the elementary parts of faith, to the 


young or ignorant, according to a form of ſound words which 
was preſcribed to them. As our Pariſh ſchools are a public 


bleſſing, ſo many other Catechiſts have, eſpecially in the 


Highlands, been fingularly uſeful. They are not, however, 


Lay-Preachers, as the advocates for that doctrine wiſh us to 
believe. They are an order acknowledged by the Church of 
Scotland fince the Reformation. They are Eccleſiaſtics. 
They poſſeſs delegated but limited authority.“ 


So ſtrange has been the inattention paid to Schoolmaſters, 
that many ſeem to have forgot that they are Eccleſiaſtical 


characters. Owing to this it may be that even public Office- 


bearers in the Church, not knowing, it appears, what they 
had ſubſcribed, and ſolemnly promiſed to maintain, do, 
without conſuiting the Miniſter of the Pariſh, not to fay the 
Preſbytery of the bounds, take upon them the office of Cate- 
chiſts—that in their ſchools they not only provide accommo- 
dation for a Congregation, but by means of their friends 
privately invite them to attend—that they not only catechiſe, 
but particularly expound the Scripture—that they ſerve alter- 
nately with men who more avowedly aſſume the character 
of Lay-Preachers—and that when informed that a Miniſter 
of the Church of Scotland cannot countenance them, upon 
that ſyſtem, they continue the plan which they had formed 
to themfelves, whatever diſſenſion it may occaſion among 
his people. When Sabbath Schools are under proper regu- 
lations, they will prove uſeful inſtitutions. But-when con- 


* See H. Book of Palicy—Of Doctors and their office, &e. 
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ducted by ſtrangers, on their own plans, they may nn 
be viewed as the forerunners of innovation. 


SECTION IX. 


Government of the Primitive Church compared with that of 
the Feaviſh flate— Afſciation of Churches. 


Havixe conſidered the nature of that authority, given 


to the Miniſtry for the inſtruction of mankind, and for the 


maintenance of good order ; it may be proper to inquire, 
in what reſpect the Government of the Chriſtian Church, 
reſembled that which was eſtabliſhed in the Jewiſh. This 
may explain ſeveral things in the conduct of the Church at 
Jeruſalem; as well as enable us to aſcertain, thoſe general 
principles which Chriſtians ought to have in view, in ſet- 
ting the Conſtitution of their Churches. | 


IT may be premiſed, however, that the Chriſtian Diſpen- 


fation is, in every reſpect, fuperior to that appointed by Mo- 


ſes. The perſons who acted as public Teachers in the one, 
were not ſuppoſed to be thereby qualified, to diſcharge the 
duties belonging to the Miniſtry in the other. Though 
Paul was authorized to, teach in the Synagogue, yet by the 
command of God, he received Ordination from a Miniſter 
of the Goſpel, before he ſpake in the name of Jeſus. The 


laying on of hands, which by Moſes was employed in con- 
ſecrating the moſt eminent perſons to their office *, was by 


the Apoſtles extended to every public office-bearer in the 
Church. It follows, that though ſuperior light has now been 
introduced among men, yet the office of the Miniſtry be- 


2 Deut. xxxiv. 9. 
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esmes only more Tacted ; and that it is only by the bleſſing of 
God accompanying this his Ordinance, that the truth can 
be expected to prevail over error and impiety. The Lord 
will purify the ſons of Levi, and purge them as gold and 
filver, that they may offer to him an offering in righteouſneſs, 
and that the offering of Judah and Jeruſalem may be plea- 
fant unto him, as in the days of old.” 


* 
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As Moſes was ſent in the character of a Prophet, to the 
Iſraelites, ſo he was commanded to join in this miſſion, his 
brother Aaron with the Elders of the people or Princes of 
the tribes©: And, by the advice of Jethro, with the Di- 
vine approbation, he appointed a variety of other Rul- 
ers, who were to decide every leſs momentous cauſe, 
and to bring the more difficult to himſelf * Afterwards, 
by the command of God, he ſelected from among thoſe 
Rulers, Seventy to wait before the Tabernacle, and to 
alſiſt himfelf in determining fuch queſtions as were brought 
to him by the former ©. - Thoſe Seventy, together with 
the High Prieſt, the Judge or King, whom God ſet over | 
his people, formed a Court which ſubſiſted till the dif- | 
folutidh of their State, and judged of the doctrine of every 
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b Mal. iii. 3, 4. 0 Frod.j iii. 16. and iv. 14. d Exod. xviii. 19—26; 
© Num. xi. 16, 17. | | UT 

* Though-ſo many Rulers were appointed; yet the Princes of the tribes 
are ſaid to have poſſeſſed a ſuperiority over them, Numb. vii. 2. It is diffi- 
cult to aſcertain from Scripture, . whether the latter were included in the 
Seventy, who were afterwards choſen. But however it was, they formed 
a conſtituent part of the Sanhedrim. They are often mentioned as diſtinct 
from the Elders, When Moſes ſays on one occaſion, © Gather unto me your 

_ Elders, &c.” The Seventy Interpreters paraphraſe his words, © the Rulers 

of your tribes and your Elders,” Deut. xxxi. 28.— The Reader will perceive 
with how little propriety Jehoſhaphat's ſending of his Princes, to teach in 
the cities of Judah, is adduced as a proof for the lawfulneſs of Lay-Preaching, 
2 Chron. xvii. 7— 9, and xix. 5—Iz. It is a proof that none attempted, but 
thoſe to whom it officially belonged, to inſtru the people. I he fame we 
find take place at a later period of the Jewiſh hiſtory, Nehem. viii. 4—8. 
and 13—15. 


eh | yay ry 0” heb 


73 


Prophet who appeared in the land. The manner of their 
conſecration was highly ſolemn. „ The Lord came down. 
in a cloud, and took of the Spirit that was upon Moſes, and 
put it upon the Seventy Elders ; and it came to paſs, when 
the Spirit reſted upon them, they prephęſied, and cealed not. 


IT farther deſerves notice, that the Lavites were ordained, 


to bleſs and inſtruct the people, as well as to offer facrifice. 


« The Prieſt's lips ſhall keep knowledge, and they. ſhall 


learn the Law at his mouth.” They ſhall teach Jacob thy 
Judgments, and Iſrael thy Laws.“ With the Prieſts was 
depoſited the Book of the Law which Moſes had written. 


They were therefore required not only to inſtruct thoſe who- 
occaſionally reſorted to them, but every ſeventh year to aſ- 


ſemble all the tribes of Iſrael; to whom they, with the El- 
ders, ow the Law, and cauſed them to underſtand its 


meaning d. 


Tavs it appears that, although the Iſraelites were a nation 
of Prieſts to God i, yet they needed men officially ſet apart 


to inſtruct them. Theſe were the perſons who taught, 


« every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, ſay- 
ing, Know the Lord; and who enabled them to diſtinguiſh 
the true God from the idols of the Heathen. Hence it a- 
roſe that, in every period of their. hiſtory, the. example of 
the Prieſts, and eſpecially. of the Elders, had the greateſt 


influence on the manners of the people; and that the one 


often changed their mode of worſhip, as the other directed 
them. On this account God often found it neceſſaxy, to 


raiſe up extraordinary. Judges or Prophets, to reform the 


Teachers, as well as the taught. No man, however, ran 
unſent; or refuſed to exhibit, when required, ſufficient 
evidence of the Miſſion which he had received. 


Num. xi. 25. 5 Mal. ii. 7. Deut, iii, 10. Þ Dent. xxai. 9==13- 


i Exod. xix. 6. 


| 
"IS" 5 . . . : N 
r „ e „ TS ee ee F Tr ne 
] "Ht Ak r . 1, 4 0 SE e Welse 
W Z ET -- #1 1 = * 3 wy * R. my CY 5 * AI NP) * 72 1 8 


i 


72 
ne 


L WL YL. 
2 * 
N on = 


2 = * 1 Fu Ag 


IN order to qualify the Rulers and the Levites for their 
office, Moſes often inſtructed them in private *. In the 
earlieſt times Schools of the Prophets were erected. * 
Theſe were attended not only by the Sons of the Levites 
and Rulers, but by ſuch others, as their Parents dedicated 
to the ſervice of God l. In the ſame manner, ſo late as the 
time of our Saviour, there were many learned Doctors, 
who trained up ſuch young men as became their diſciples; 
and their Schools were reſorted toy by Jews _ diſtant 
countries m. N 


Fon thoſe Schools, then, were furniſhed Scribes who 
read the Law in the Synagogue, as well as Judges who go- 
verned the people, and aſſiſted the former in the difcharge 

of their duty. As they read the Law, fo when any of them 
had a word _ exhortation, they delivered it at the conclu- 


k Exod. xix. 7. Chap. xxiv. I. Num. xxx. I. Deut. xxxi. 28. 
11 Sam. i. 28. m Acts Xii. 3. 


The learning of the Iſraelites was, no doubt, at firſt, very limited: Though 
Moſes would tranſmit to them that which he himſelf had received from the 
Egyptians. By the time of Solomon, the improvements which they made, 
were very conſiderable. What the ſtate of learning was among the Jews, 
after the time of Ezra, we may form an opinion from the Verſion of their 
Scriptures, which the ſeventy-two Elders gave, at the requeſt of Ptolemy 
Philadelphus: a verſion which is moſt frequently quoted by the Apoſtles 
themſelves, and which will be held in.repute, as long as any regard ſhall be 
paid to Sacred Literature. Again, in the laſt period of the Jewiſh ſtate, 
Paul exhibits a ſpecimen of that learning, in which others would, at leaſt, 
rival him. The piety of the Scribes, however, was now become very low. 
But to this there were, no doubt, many exceptions. As ſeveral ſcribes believed 
in Chriſt, ſo many in Galilee admitted him to teach in their Synagogues. Of 
thoſe who were diſperſed in other countries, not a few ſubmitted to the Goſ- 
pel. The Scribes at Berea ſeem to have agreed to examine Paul's doctrine, by 
the Scriptures of the Prophets; but were interrupted by the tumults, which 
the people raiſed againſt them. It may be farther obſerved, that all the learn- 
ing of the Jews had ſome relation to the public ſervice of the Church. This 
1 farther renders it certain that Apollos was a Scribe It may be, indeed, in- 
; ferred, that he was not only a Scribe, but one of the more eminent of that 
_ Profeſſion, * mighty in the Scriptures.” b 
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gon of the ſervice. The Scribes in every Synagogue, are 
farther ſaid to have taken care of the poor But this 
office in the temple, did more properly belong to the 


High Prieſt or Sanhedrim . It is remarkable that no one 


among them began publicly to teach, till arrived at the age 
of thirty years o. At this period of life, both John the Bap- 
tiſt and our Saviour, began their Miniſtry. As the former 
was the ſon of a Prieſt, and had, no doubt, received that 
education which was approved by his country, ſo the San- 


hedrim did not queſtion his authority to teach : Only as he' 


appeared in a higher character than that of an ordinary 
Scribe, they ſent Prieſts and Levites from Jeruſalem, to in- 
quire whom he profeſſed himſelf to be P. They put a dif- 
ferent queſtion to our Saviour, when he entered on his 
Miniſtry. Their error was in not receiving the miracles 
which he wrought, as ſufficient OI of that authority 
by which he ſpake. 


IT has been ſaid, that no Teacher in ancient Iſrael, was, 


on his embracing the Goſpel, permitted, of his own accord, 


to enter upon the office of the Chriſtian Miniſtry. All re- 
ceived from the Apoſtles or others a new commiſſion ; and 
had committed to them the doctrine which they were to 
teach. At the fame time it was natural for men, who for- 
merly had been inveſted with the full authority of Teachers, 
ſometimes to go beyond the commiſſion which they received. 
This was a plentiful ſource of confuſion. Some Phariſees 
from- Jeruſalem, had taught the brethren at Antioch, to 
keep the law of Moſes: But the Apoſtles and Elders men- 
tion their conduct, with pointed ee 


As the Twelve Apoſtles correſponded. to the Heads of 
the Tribes of Iſrael, ſo Rwy arts an authority over other 


a Matth xxvii. Ga 2 Num. i iv. 3 x Chron, xxitl. 3. P John 1. 19. 
Acts ii. 42. | | OS 
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Miniſters of the Goſpel, ſimilar to that which the Twelve 


Princes ſeem at firſt to have poſſeſſed, over others whom 
Moſes enrolled as Judges in Iſrael. Whether the Seventy, 


whom our Saviour himſelf, while on earth, nominated to the 


Miniſtry, roſe to a rank above ordinary Paſtors, is a point 
which deſerves conſideration. | 


Ir is not unworthy of a Divine Teacher, to humour the 
prejudices of mankind, in matters that are circumſtantial. 
This our Saviour did in the very number of the perſons 
whom, at different times, he ſent forth to preach the Gof- 
pel. Nor was this the leſs worthy of him, as thereby he 
ſhewed a reſpect to a previous revelation of the Divine will. 
But if he ſhewed reſpect to the Moſaic Economy, while be 


remained on earth, it was to be expected that he would do 
the ſame, after he aſcended into heaven; and that the 


Seventy Diſciples would riſe to the ſame eminence in his 
Church, to which the Seventy Elders roſe in the-Church of 
Ifrael : Their exalted: character as Evangeliſts or Prophets, 
would be highly uſeful for the firſt eſtabliſhment of Chrif- 


tianity. 


Tat account which Luke gives of the Church at Jeruſa- 
tem, after the converſion of Paul, is far from being circum- 
ſtantial. It will therefore be neceſſary to compare the few 
hints which he gives, with the general analogy of the Apoſ- 
tolic Hiſtory, in order to aſcertain the truth of what has 
been now aſſerted. | 


Ox thing appears fully evident, that the Miniſtry of the 


Seventy, like that of the Twelve Apoſtles, was directed to 
the Jewiſh nation. None but Grecians or Greeks ſeem for 
many years to have preached the Goſpel to the Heathen, 
It is remarkable that ſeveral, who accompanied Paul to the 
Weſtern parts of the Roman Empire, did afterwards go to 
the Eaſt. This was probably done by Barnabas. Peter, 
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when writing from Babylon to the Weſtern Churches, men- 
tions Silvanus and Mark as there preſent with him r. 


Ir may farther be deduced from Scripture hiſtory, that 
the Seventy Diſciples did ſeverally accompany the Apoſtles, 
as joint witneſſes of the Reſurrection. Six of them are ſaid 
to have accompanied Peter to Ceſarea 2. If as many attend- 
ed each of the other Apoftles, in viſiting the Churches of 
Judea, thoſe would make up what was their real number, 
Seventy-two. FE 

Warn we conſider the hiſtory of Paul, we find that 
every inferior Miniſter who accompanied- him, roſe to a 
ſuperiority over ordinary Paſtors. Some of them have 
written hiſtories of our Saviour's life, which Chriſtians, in 
every age, have received as inſpired. All of them Paul oc- 
caſionally employed in watering the Churches, or in put- 
ting to order the things which were wanting. Some he 
even aſſociated as joint writers of thoſe Epiſtles, which {till 
remain as monuments of the doctrines of the Goſpel. This 


was more likely to take place with thoſe who attended the 
_ Jewiſh Apoſtles. As by their believing countrymen they 


would be regarded, as antitypes of the Seventy, on whom 
the Spirit of God had reſted in the wilderneſs, ſo they had 
not only ſeen Chriſt alive after his paſſion, but accompanied 
him in the greater part of his Miniftry on earth; circum- 
ſtances which were eſteemed of much importance, in every 
Miniſter of the Goſpel ®. 


Bor while it may be viewed as certain that thoſe men 


came, in proceſs. of time, to aſſiſt the Apoſtles, in the 


higher parts of their duty, it is equally certain, that this 


was not the caſe with every Miniſter of the Word. Had 


all been able, in every point, to announce the will of the 


Tx Pet. v. 12, 13. 2 Acts xi. 12, and x. 41. b x Cor. ix. I. 
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Holy Spirit, there could have been no neceſlity for the 


Church at Antioch, to refer a matter to the Apoſtles and 
Elders at Jeruſalem. Might not the Prophets and Teachers, 


who were in the former city, have determined it themſelves 


with equal propriety ? But did not the very error of thoſe 
who came from Jeruſalem, ſhew that all entruſted with mi- 
niſterial work, were not able, in the firſt inſtance, to ſettle 
thoſe points of faith or of practice, which were to remain 
in the Church ? Did not the ſame take place in every Church 
of the Gentiles ? Did not the Prophets who were at Corinth, 
in many things, apply for advice to the Apoſtle Paul? Nay; 
though there were men poſſeſſing a portion of extraordinary 
gifts, in almoſt every Church, did not that Apoſtle find it 
neceſſary, more than once, either to viſit them himſelf, or 
to ſend n « to put to order the things which were 
wanting.“ 


Tuksk obſervations may enable us to aſcertain a fact, 
which does not ſeem to have been attended to, that the El- 
ders who, along with the Apoſtles, determined the diſputed 
point which was brought up from Antioch, could not be 
all the Miniſters of the Goſpel at Jeruſalem, much leſs the 
collective body of the Saints; but thoſe inferior witneſſes 
of the Reſurrection, who accompanied the Apoſtles in 


the character of Evangeliſts, and acted as their vicegerents 


in their abſence. The name of Elders would naturally be 
given to them, in alluſion to the Jewiſh Sanhedrim, before 
it was extended to every Miniſter of the Goſpel, or other 
office-bearers in the Church. 


lt is not contended, that no other roſe to this rank in the Jewiſh Church; 
but that the Seventy, who, for certain, had ſeen Chriſt, after his Reſurrec- 
tion, had a preference. Such perſons Paul mentions, as receiving the Goſpel 
in common with the Apoſtles, Eph. iii. 5. © which in other ages was 
not made known to the ſons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy 
Apoſtles and Prophets by the Spirit.” The ſame, probably, is wie 2 
of the term Prophet, Eph. ii. 20, as it is Chap. iv. 11. 
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Bur as this is ſupported by the analogy of Scripture hiſ- 
tory, ſo it is favoured by the account which Luke gives of 
the Synod which ſat at Jeruſalem. Firſt we read that cer- 
tain Phariſees, began to diſpute upon the point in controver- 
ſye. Theſe were, in all probability, official characters in 
the Church. As diſtin from them, however, we read that 
the Apoſtles and Elders aſſembled . When, therefore, 
Luke mentions the Apoſtles and Elders with the vhole 
Church, this by no means neceſſarily implies, that all the 
converts at Jeruſalem were now met, or any more than the 
different orders of Teachers, or office-bearers in that city. 
The Court perfectly correſponds to that of ancient Iſrael, 
conſiſting of Levites, Elders, and other Judges, whom 
Moſes ſtyles the whole Congregation * of Iſrael. With what- 
ever propriety theſe were ſo denominated, with the ſame 
propriety might the Apoſtles and Prophets, with the 
Paſtors and Teachers, be ſtyled the whole Church of Chriſt, 
or the whole Church at Jeruſalem. 


For all the Chriſtians at Jeruſalem, with ſuch as might 
come from other parts of Judea, to meet in one aſſembly, 
for the tranſaction of buſineſs, was manifeſtly impoſhble. 
As their number was great, before the perſecution on the 
death of Stephen, ſo fince that time it had greatly increaſed. 
For a long time the Churches had reſt throughout all Judea 
and Samaria and Galilee ; and though this peace was ſo far 


interrupted by the martyrdom of one Apoſtle, and the im- 
priſonment of another, yet the word of God grew and mul 


tiplied e. Luke, indeed, ſpeaks of : multitude being preſent 
on this occaſion, The whole multitude,” fays 0 « were 
ſilent, & f.“ But, as has been ſhewn, that term is applied 


Acts xv. 5. 4 AQsxy.6. Acts ix. 31, and xii. 24. f Acts xv. 12. 


* This term is frequently, in the Old Teſtament, applied to the Public 


Teachers and Rulers of Iſrael. Deut. xxviil. 30. Joſh. XX. 6. 2 Chron. 
Xxix. 20—23. 
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in Scripture, to a leſs numerpus company than that here aſ- 
ſembled; while the very idea of their ſaying any thing in 
addition to the ſpeech of an Apoſtle, ſhews that the Hiſto- 
rian has perſons in view, who poſſeſſed ſome as of of- 
fice and of endowments. * 


THERE then appears nothing in the nature of this aſſem- 
. bly, which authorizes all Chriſtians to claim a ſhare in the 
Government of the Church. None can be clearly traced as 
preſent, but perſons who were, in all probability, Miniſters 
of the Church. At the ſame time it is worthy of notice, 
that though all concurred with the decrees which were now 
paſſed, yet it was the voice of the Apoſtles and Elders which 
gave theſe authority as the will of the Holy Spirit®; in 
which light they were anounced to the Churches. There 
is therefore no authority given to ordinary Paſtors, to pro- 
poſe any new point of faith or practice. But they ought 
to explain thoſe Doctrines which have been already revealed, 
and to govern the Church agreeably to the ſpirit of thoſe 
laws, which have been already given. 


5 Acts xvi. 4. h Acts xv. 28. 


Our Bible ſeems to ſpeak of the whole Chriſtians at Jeruſalem, meeting 
together at a time when their numbers were ſtill greater. Acts xxi. 23. 
« The multitude muſt needs come together.” But theſe words ſhould be 
rendered © A multitude,” and probably refers to the public office-bearers 
of the Church, ſome of whom received Paul on his coming to the city. They 
are mentioned as diſtin from the Apoſtles and Elders, © And when we 
were come to Jeruſalem the brethren received us gladly. And the day fol- 
lowing, Paul went into James; and all the Elders were preſent. And hav- 
ing ſaluted them, &c. The Hiſtorian ſpeaks, as if Paul had not formerly 
met with them. Not being an Apoſtle to the Jews, Paul would naturally, 
on coming to the city, aſſociate with the ordinary Paſtors. The ſame he 
ſeems to have done at another time. Acts xv. 4. Once, indeed, he acted 
differently, Gal. ii. 2. But his great deſign in that LOT to Jeruſalem, 
was to aſſert his own Apoſtolic authorit y. 
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Tus part which Paul acted, on the octaſion mentioned 
above, merits conſideration. It is what will ſhew the mo- 
deſty which diſtinguiſhed that eminent Miniſter of Chriſt, - 
as well as that ſpirit of order which ought to prevail i in the 
Church. 


CALLED to the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, immediately 
by Chriſt himſelf, Paul received the rite of Ordination from 
the hands of Ananias; but he did not think it neceſſary to 
go for inſtructions to the Apoſtles at Jeruſalem, It is re- 
markable, however, that as long as his Miniſtry was found 
neceſſary in Judea, or its neighbourhood, he ſcarcely ſeems 
to claim the full powers of an Apoſtle. He received a miſ- 
ſon to Cilicia from the brethren at Ceſarea :; and he deli- 
vered to his converts the decrees of the ts and Elders. 
In Churches, which he himſelf afterwards planted, he 
acted a part ſomewhat different: When certain Jewiſh 
Teachers wiſhed to perſuade the Galatians to ſubmit to the 


ceremonial Law, he does not refute the error of thoſe men 


by the decrees of their own Apoſtles and Elders ; but he aſ- 
ſerts his own Apoſtolic authority, as far as reſpected the 


Gentile Churches. 


Having mentioned one vifit to Jeruſalem, which took 


place after his converſion, he gives a particular account of 


another, in order to prove the power which belonged to 


him as an Apoſtle db. „ Then fourteen years after (about 
eighteen years after the aſcenſion of Chriſt) I went up 
again to Jeruſalem with Barnabas, and took Titus with me 
alſo. And I went up by revelation, and communicated un- 
to them that Goſpel which I preach among the Gentiles, 
(but privately to them who were of reputation) leſt I ſhould 
run or had run in vain—But they who feemed to be ſome- 
what, in conference added nothing to me—And when James 


* Acts ix. 30: b Gal. ii. 1-—I0. 


and Cephas and John, who ſeemed to be (were eſteemed) 


pillars, perceived the grace which was given unto me, 


they gave to me and Barnabas, the right hands of fellow- 
ſhip; that we ſhould go unto the Heathen, and they unto 
the circumciſion. Only that we ſhould remember the yrs 


the ſame which I alſo was forward to do.” 
0 


Ir has generally been gia that thoſe words refer to 


that time when Paul and Barnabas, with others, were ſent 
from Antioch to the Apoſtles and Elders at Jeruſalem. But 
it is every way more probable, that they refer to his journey 
to Jeruſalem, after having firſt viſited Greece, and planted 
a variety of Churches in different places. Though Luke is 
by no means circumſtantial, in the account which he gives 


of this journey, yet what he ſays perfectly accords with the 


words of Paul *. 


As Paul, after parting with Barnabas, ſhewed more fully 


than formerly, the authority which he had to plant Churches, 
ſo that would naturally give offence to the Jewiſh Chriſtians. 
Paul, however, while he exerciſed the authority that was given 
him, would be equally defirous to prevent that miſunder- 
ſtanding, which might have done prejudice to his Miniſtry. 


“He went up by revelation, left by any means he had run 


* Nothing was more natural for Paul, than to ſearch for Barnabas on his. 


way to Jeruſalem, and to go with him to that city, in token of their recon- 
ciliation. As Barnabas, on their parting, had gone to Cyprus, ſo that iſland 
lay in Paul's way to Jeruſalem; for he went thither by ſea, Acts xviii 21. 
It is probable, that thoſe two Apoſtles, with Titus, went in company, from 
Jeruſalem to Antioch—that they traverſed Galatia and Phrygia—and, that 
while Paul came to Epheſus, Barnabas and Titus turned aſide to Coloſſc 
and other inland places. Certain it is, that about two years after coming to 
Epheſus, Paul mentions both Barnabas and Titus; the latter of whom he ex- 
preſsly ſpeaks of, as employed in thoſe quarters, 1 Cor. ix. 6. 2 Cor. xii. 18. 

— When afterwards writing to the Coloſſians, Paul ſpeaks af Barnabas a“ 
well known to them, chap. iv. 10. 
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or ſhould run in vain.” This accords with that urgency 


which he diſcovers when paſling through Epheſus, « I mult - 
by all means keep this feaſt that cometh at Jeruſalem e.“ 


Bur what is moſt worthy of attention, is the conduct 
which: Paul diſcovered when come to Jeruſalem. In order to 
preſerve that ſpirit of union, which ought to prevail in ſiſter 
Churches, he gives an account of his Miniſtry to the A- 
poſtles, who ſtill poſſeſſed a pre-eminence over others. As 
thoſe, however, give him no new authority, with reſpeC to 
the Heathen, ſo Paul claims none with reſpe& to the He- 
brews. They only requeſt him to remember the poor. By 
theſe, we are naturally led to underſtand, the poor faints at 
Jeruſalem, for whom, on his return from that city, Paul made 
a contribution in the Gentile Churches 9. 


Trvs was Paul acknowledged as the Apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles. According, therefore, to the grace which was given 
him, he ſettles the conſtitution of their Churches, and he 
employs a fet of Evangeliſts diſtinct from thoſe employed in 
Judea. He does not, however, interfere with the Govern- 
ment of the latter. Only when he occaſionally viſited them, 
he preached to them the word. The ſame was done by o- 
thers, in thoſe Churches of which he had the overſight. At 
this Paul ſhews no diſpleaſure. On the contrary while im- 
priſoned himſelf at Rome, he rejoices that the Goſpel was 
preached by other brethren, though ſome of them envied his 
ſucceſs*. But when they began to ſow diviſion, he warned 
the brethren againſt them; and he even pronounced a ſen- 
tence of excommunication, againſt ſome who diſturbed the 
peace of the Galatian Churches f. There is no evidence, 
however, that thoſe were Lay-Preachers: they ſeem rather 


Acts xvii. 21. | d x Cor. xvi. I. 2 Philip. ; 1 4. 45. 
f Gal. i. 9. | 


M 


to have been Evangeliſts or Teichtrs, ſome of wins abuſed 
the authority which they had received *. 


As long as Apoſtles and Evangeliſts remained in the 
Church, they, no doubt, poſſeſſed an authority over every 
ordinary Paſtor. The latter, however, we find perform the 
higheſt acts of Government, even in the times of the A- 
poſtles. This, however, they are ſaid to do in their co/lec- 
tive capacity. As Paul and Barnabas were recommended to 
the grace of God, by the Prophets and Teachers at Antioch, 
ſo Timothy was ordained to the Miniſtry, by the laying on 
of the hands of the Preſbytery. However numerous the con- 


verts were at Epheſus, they are all ſaid to form one flock of 


which the Elders had the overfight s. Towards the end of 
the firſt century, they are alſo ſpoken of as one Church, of 
which a certain perſon, eee the ſenior Paſtor, bad! in a 
peculiar manner the direction. | 


— 


Even men of the higheſt os are ſaid to act in concert 
with one another. This is moſt remarkable in the n 


1 28. h Rev. ii. 1. 


The Government eſtabliſhed by Paul, in the Churches which he planted, 
might be ſuppoſed to reſemble that which prevailed in the. Jewiſh Syna- 
gogues, which were among the Gentiles. Only whereas the care of the poor 
did in the latter belong to the Scribes, it was given to other Miniſters in the 
former. I he ſcarcity of perſons, who were qualifted to take upon them the 
Miniſtry of the word, would render this neceſſary. Indeed, ſeveral circum- 
ſtances in the Government of the Church, ſeem to have ſpring out of the 
neceſſity of the times. At the fame time, there is a kind of iniſtration men- 
tioned by Paul as different from the diſtribution of charity, © He who mini- 

Nereth, let bim wait on his miniſtry—He who giveth, let him do it with 
ſimplicity—He who ſbe tbelb mercy, with chearfulneſs 'The laſt two duties 
are underſtood to refer, the one to the care of the poor, the other to the viſi- 
tation of the afflicted. Both are ſaid to belong to a public office, & Having 
gifts differing to the grace that is given to us, &c. Rom xii. 6—8. | The 
word gift, as diſtinguiſhed from grace, certainly means an office, for ws diſ- 


charge of which the latter i is underſtood to qualify. 


ed 
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at Jeruſalem. There we find not only a Preſbytery of A- 
poſtles, but a Preſbytery of Apoſtles and Elders. In this 
they followed out that ſpirit of affociation, which pervades 
every part of the Moſaic Government, and which, indeed, 
is ingrafted in the nature of man. Had the Apoſtles wiſhed 
their ſucceſſors in the Miniſtry, to follow a different courſe, 
they certainly would have ſet before them an oppoſite ex- 
ample, They would have, on every occaſion, diſtributed 
themſelves among the different congregations in Jeruſalem, 
that they might more eaſily procure the aſſent of the people 
to that which was done. But ſo far from this, they meet 
in one aſſembly, where the great body of the people could 
neither attend, nor concur in that which was tranſacted. 


We cannot think, that a court of any fixed number of 


perſons, was deſigned. te continue in the Chriſtian Church, 


as it did in the Jewiſh.” Nothing, however, can be more 
conſonant to the ſpirit of Scripture, than that thoſe inveſt- 


ed with a public office, do, from time to time, commiſſion 


their wiſer brethren, to meet with thoſe from other church- 
es, in order to deliberate on that which may concern their 


common intereſts. This is certain, that as no man ſhould 


take upon him a public office, without a regular call to it, ſo 
never is any Community at large, ſaid to rule one another. 


On the contrary, Chriſtians are commanded to be ſubject to 


certain individuals, who have the rule over them. The de- 
ſign of all Government is to promote good order, and to 


maintain a ſenſe of duty among men. But never can thoſe 


ends be gained, where every ignorant or factious perſon 
may, under a form of law, promote their own ambitious de- 
ſigns; or where thoſe ſtyled Rulers do, in fact, poſſeſs no 
more real authority, than the meaneſt of the people. 
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CONCLUSION. 


* 


0 I HAVE now ſet before the reader, my fentiments upon a 

fabject which ſeemed to me important. The ſum of the 
whole is, that as no man, in the times of the Apoſtles, pub- 
licly taught, without a ſpecial commiſſion from the Office- 
bearers of the Church, ſo, ſince the time of Moſes, there 
has been an order of men ſet apart for the public inſtruction 
of mankind, and regularly educated for that office. In the 
New Teſtament, eſpecially, every part of public ſervice, is 
ſaid to belong to official characters. He who exhorteth is to 
wait on exhortation, as well as he who teacheth on teaching. 
The former, indeed, when mentioned as - a public work, 
ſeems to denote the higheſt part of Miniſterial duty. When, 
therefore, in any of the writings of the Apoſtles, Chriftians 
are ſaid to admoniſh one another, it either means that Paſ- 
tors perform this duty to their fe//owo Chriftians, or it refers 
to that private encouragement in the way of righteouſneſs, 
which all who fear God may, mutually, communicate to one 
another. TAs 


Tat duty of both Paſtors and people having been fully aſ- 
certained, in the times of the Apoſtles, theſe in their writings 
often paſs from the one to the other, without thinking it 
neceſſary to give notice of it. The ſame is done in many 
parts of the Old 'Teftament. From this, however, we are 
not to infer, that no official diſtinction ſubſiſts betwixt the 
weakeſt Chriſtians, and the perſons appointed to inſtruct 
them. On the ſame principle we might maintain, that the 
Rulers of ancient Iſrael poſſeſſed no real or permanent au- 
thority over the people: for Moſes often inculcates upon the 
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former their duty, without ſaying that they are Py whom 


he has in view *. 


* 


As the office of a Public Teacher is ſacred, ſo the qualifi- 


cations neceſſary for the diſcharge of it we have ſeen to be 
many. They are much ſuperior to what men, who follow 


their ſecular employment, can be generally ſuppoſed: to ac- 


quire. Every man who takes upon him that office, pledges 
himſelf to defend the cauſe of Chriſt, againſt every effort of 


its enemies. To him the flock have a right to look up for 


direction and counſel in every caſe of difficulty. To a ſteady 


attachment to Chriſtianity, therefore, he ſhould add that tho- 


rough knowledge of its doctrines, which may riſe ſuperior to 


attended to, even thoſe who have devoted many years to 
the ſtudy of the Scriptures, might find abundant reaſon to 
queſtion their ſufficiency for the work of the Miniſtry. 


every prejudice of education. Were the Apoſtolic rule only 


Ido not know how far the doctrine of Lay-Preaching, 
in the full ſenſe of that word, may be followed out by any 


party which has ariſen in this country. Men will often hold 
in theory, what they find it impoſſible, or inexpedient, to 


reduce to practice. While, therefore, they give it out, as 


theTight of all Chriſtians, to preach the Goſpel, they may, 


conſiſtently enough, require a degree of preparation, in 


thoſe whom they, as a Society, particularly ſupport in the 


exerciſe of that right. At the fame time, it is clear as noon- 


day, that any ſyſtem which holds forth a flight preparation 
as neceflary for the Miniſtry, tends to degrade that office in 
the eyes of mankind; and is likely in the end to terminate 
in another ſyſtem, in which any few individuals may erect 
themſelves into a Church, and mutually adminiſter the ordi- 
nances of the Goſpel to one another. 


| a Num. xxxv. 31—34. 
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HowzvrxR careful thoſe men may be in the admiſſion of 
members, opinions which ſome of them Haye propagated, 
can ſcarcely fail to unite with the innovating ſpirit of the 
age. Men naturally transfer into Religion, thoſe opinions 
which they entertain upon Politics. It is ſcarcely to be ſup- 
poſed, that any who thought themſelves wiſe enough to di- 
rect the helm of the nation, will continue to beat the re- 
ſtraints which Preſbyteries, amongſt our moſt popular claſſes 
of Diſſenters, are in uſe to lay upon them. Retaining ſtill a 
form of piety, they will, therefore, graſp at a ſyſtem ſo con- 
genial with their ideas upon another ſubject. Even, there- 
fore, where the authority of the Parent Society does not at 
all extend its opinions may have their influence; and may 
there foſter a ſpirit of faction, detrimental to the peace of 
every Chriſtian Society, and dangerous to the beſt intereſts 
of theſe lands. 

TE miſchiefs arifing from the doQtrine of Lay-Preaching, 
in a religious. point of view, have been well deſcribed by the 
Rev. Dr. Jamieſon, in his Remarks on the Rev. Rowland 
Hill's Journal. According to that reſpectable writer, it 
"tends to ſupport a perpetual revolutionary Government in 
the Church. I may farther aſſert, that it has a tendency al- 
together to overturn the office of a Public Teacher. If 
every Chriſtian has a right to preach the Goſpel, he has an 
equal right to diſpenſe every ordinance of Chriſtianity. Thus 
it is only for want of an auditory, that the loweſt of the peo- 
ple, do not become prieſts of the high places. But though 
none ſhould ſubmit to their Miniſtry, yet who can prevent 
their exerciſing it to their own families? Can any man 
queſtion their right, with reſpect to thoſe over whom God 
has given them a natural authority. Thus we have reſtored, 
what the proud Sceptic has long wiſhed to ſee, the Patri- 
archal age! in which every man does what is right in his 
FM, +2 n 3 and, won the controul of any other, acts as 
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97 
prieſt and prophet of his own family. Were not the fimpli- 
city of the Patriarchal age now loſt, we might hope; that the 
plainer principles of the Goſpel would continue for a time to 
operate. But from the preſent temper of men, we have 
much reaſon to fear, that infidelity would grow apace; till 


Chriſtianity at laſt retired, and left her unnatural children 


in the darkneſs of error and of ſuperſtition. Surely the Infi- 


dels of the day cannot, without ſurprife, behold religious 


men aim at that very end, which, by craft or argument, 
they have been unable to accompliſh; atid can ſcarcely 


fail to applaud a ſyſtem, which, for the PN _ a 


as weak and enthuſiaſtic. 


In the preſent fluctuating ſtate of public opinion, as at all 
times, it becomes the friends of Jeſus, to conſider the nature 
and tendency of the meaſures which they adopt. By pro- 
moting unſcriptural ideas, even in matters which they deem 
circumſtantial, they may give a bias to public opinion, 


which may extend its influence to many generations. Let 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel, in particular, endeayour to feed 


their flocks with ſound knowledge and underſtanding. Let 


them conſider that on the part which they act, under the 


Divine bleſſing, depends the profperity of their people. 
« God gave ſome Apoſtles, fome Prophets, ſome Evangeliſts, 
ſome Paſtors and Teachers, for the perfecting of the ſaints, 


for the work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the body of 


Chriſt ; that we henceforth be no more children, ge to 
and fro with every wind of doctrine.“ 


OBEDIENT to all lawful authority, let every man ſtudy to 


correct the errors of his own conduct; and, in the ſtation 
in which God has placed him, to promote the intereſts of 
true Religion. Pray for the peace of the Church of God, 


and for the welfare of the nation to which you belong. 
Stand ye in the ways and fee, and aſk for the old paths, 
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"Max God himſelf, maths das is * reſidue ok the Spi- 
rit, ſhed down of the benign influence of the ſame upon all 
the Churches. May he bleſs the precious ſeed of the word, 
wherever it is already ſown. May he, in the courſe of his 
Providence, open a way for its introduction into every latid. 
May he clothe his Miniſters with falvation, that his ſaints 
may ſhout for joyfulne!s. Thus ſhall glory have with us a 
permanent habitation. Truth ſhall ſpring up from the n | 
and Righteouſneſs embrace her from on high. 
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